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| A 
DISCOURSE 


Shewing, who they are that are now qualify'd to Adminiſter 
BAPTISM, and the LORDs SUPPER. 


SEC T. IL 


The Neceſſity of an Outward Commuſſion to the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel. 


N Ome Quakers having perus'd my Difenry of Baptiſm, think 
x J the Quaker Arguments _= it ſufficiently Anſwered : 
And they have but one Difficulty remaining, that is, who they 
are (among the various Pretenders) that are duly Qualify'd to Ad- 
miniſter it. 

And if ſatisfaRion can be given to them herein, they promiſe a 
perfe&t Compliance to that Holy 1nſtitution. 

The Chief thing they ſeem to ſtand upon is the Perſona! Holyne(s 
of the Adminiſtrator , thinking that the ſpiritual Effets of Baptiſm 


«cannot be convey'd. by the means'of an Yyſan#ify'a inſtru- 
Went. 


But yet they Confels, that there is ſomething elſe Neceſlary, 
belides the Perſoxal Holineſs of the Adminiſirator : Otherwiſe, they 
wou'd think themſelves as much Ozalify'd to Adminiſter it as any 
others 3 becauſe; I preſume, they ſuppoſe themſelves to have as 


-great a Meaſure of the Spirit as other Men. 


This Requiſit which they want, is that of Zawful Ordination. 
But the Presbyrerians, Independents, and Baptiſts do pretend to 


' this. Therefore their Tiz/e to it is to be Examin'd, 


B And, 


(2) 

And, that we may proceed the more clearly in this Matter, 
with Reſpedt ſtill to that Difficulty upon which the Quakers lay the 
ſtreſs, we will Inquire concerning thoſe Qualifications which are 
Requiſit 1n any Perſon that ſhall take upon him to Adminiſter the 
Sacraments of Chrij?'s lIaſtitution. And, 

Theſe Qualifications are of two ſorts, Perſonal or Sacerdotal.. 

I. Perſonal. The Holineſs, of the Adminiſtrator. And, 
though this is a great Qualification to Fit and Prepare a Man 
for ſuch an Holy Adminiſtration, yet this Alone does not ſuffi- 
ciently Qualifie afly Man fo take upon him-ſuch an Admini- 
ſtration. : 

IT. But there 15 moreover requir'd, 2ly. A Sacerdotal * Qua». 
lifcation, that is, an Owtward Commiſſion, to Authorize a Man - 
to execute any Sacerdotal or Miniſterial A& of Religion. For, 
This Honour no Man taketh unto himſelf, but he that is cat- . 
led of God, 4s was Aarons, ſo alſo Chriſt glorifyd 
Heb. V-4% mot himſelf to be made an High-Prieſt ; But he that ſaid 
uhtd him, thon art my Son- Thon art 4 Prieſt, &c. | 

Accordingly we find that Chrift did not take upon Him the 
Office of a Preacher, till after that Outward Commiſſion given to 
Him by a Yoice from Heaven, at His Baptiſm; for it is written, 
Matth, iv. 17. From that time Jeſus began to Preath: Then He 
Bezan ; and He was then about Thirty Years of Age, Lake iii. 23. 
Now no Man can doubt of Chris Qualifications, before that 
time, as to Holineſs, Sufficiency, and all Perſonal Endowments. 
And if all theſe were not ſufficient to Chri# Himſelf, without 
an Outward Commiſſi-n; what other Man can pretend to it upon 
the Account ef any Perſonal Excellencies in Himſelf, without 
an outward Commiſſion £2 

Il. And as Chriſt was outwardly Commiſfionated by His 
Father, ſo did not He leave it to His Diſciples, every ones 
Opinion of his own ſufficiency, to thruſt himſelf into the Yine- 
9ard, but Choſe Twelve Apoftles by Name z and after them, 
Seventy others of an Inferior Order, whom He ſent to Preach. 

IV. And as Chri#t gave outward Commiſſions, while He was 
upon the Earth, ſo we find that His Apoftlesdid Pro- 
ceed in the ſame Merhod, after His Aſcenſion. They 
ordained them Elders in every Church. | 
V. But had they, who were thus Ordained by the Apoſtles, 

Power 


AR. xiv.23+ 
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Power to» Grdaia others? Yes, For this cauſe left 1 


thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldeſt 


* concerning .the. Schz[m which 
was. then _ riſen | up amongſt 
them, ſays, Parag. 44. That ihe 
Apoſtles fore-knowing there wou'd 
be Conteſls concerning. the 
Epiſcopal Name (or Office ) aid 
themſelves appoint the Perſons : 
And not only ſo, leſt that might 
be faid to be of force, only 
during their time. But thac 
they afterwards eſtabliſhed an 
Order how, when thoſe whom 


Tir. r. 


every City. .Lay hands ſuddenly on no Man, &Cc. St.Cle- ———_—_ 


ment, 1n his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, writing 


Ordain Elders in 
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they had Ordained ſhowd Die, others, fit and approved Men, ſhowd 
ſucceed them in their Miniſtry.” Par, 43. that they who were in- 
truſted with this work, by God, in Chriſt, did Conſtitute theſe Offi 


Cers. 


But this Matter depends not upon the Teſtimony of him, or 


many more that might be 


produced. 


It is ſuch a Publick Mat- - 


ter of Fat That I might as well go about to quote particular 
Authors, to prove that there were Emperors in Rome, as that 
the Minifters of the Church of Chrif# were Ordained to ſucceed 
one another; and that they did ſo ſucceed. 
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SECT. 


LL. 


The Deduftion of this Commiſſion ts continu'd in the Suc- 
ceſſon of Biſhops and net of Presbyters, 


UT here is a Diſpute, , whether this Succeſion was pre- 
ſerv'd in the Order of Biſbops or Presbyters * or whether 
both are not the ſame ? 
I. 4»ſw. 1, This is the Conteſt betwixt. the Presbyterians and 
us : But either way it operates againſt the Queters, who allow ' 
of no Succeſſion deriv'd by outward Ordination. 
B 2 


I, Ann. 
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1. A4rzfv. 2. But becauſe the Defign of this Diſtourſe is to" 
ſhew the Succeſſion from the Apoſtles, I anſwer thar this Succeſ- 
ſion is prelerv'd and deriv'd only in the Biſhops: As the conti- 
nuance of any Society, is deduc'd in the Smcceſſion of the Chief" 
Gouernors of the Society, not of the 7»ferior Officers, Thus in 
Kingdoms, we reckon by the Succeſſion of the Kings, not of 
Sheriffs or Conſtables; and in Corporations by the Swcceſfion of the 
Mayors or other Chief Officers3 not of the Inferiour Bailiffs or ' 
Serjeants: So the Succeſhon of the Churches is Computed in the 
Succeſſion of the Biſhops, who are the Chief Governours of the Chur- 
ches3 and not of Presbyters, who are but Inferionr Officers under : 
the Biſhops. ; 

111. And; in this, the Matter of Fa& is as Clear and Evideat: 
as. the Succeſſion of any Kings or Corporations in the World. 

To begin with the 4poſtles, we find not only that they Conſti- 
tuted Timothy Bilbop of Epheſus, and Titus of Crete, as in the Sub- 
ſcriptions of St. Pas/s Epiſtles to theme: Bur, in Euſebius and other 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians, you have the Biſhops Nam'd who were Con- 
{tiruted by the Apoſtles themſelves,over the then famous Churches 
of Jeruſalem, Antioch, Rome, and Alexaxadria, and many other Chur- 
ches ; and the Seceſſion of them down all along. 

St. Poljcarp, Biſhop of: Smyrma, was Diſciple to St. Fohn the: 
Apoſtle , and St. Iren@%, who was Diſciple -to St. Polycarp, was 
Conſtituted Biſhop of Lyons in France, 

' I mention this, becauſe it is (o near us; for, in all other- 
Churches, throughout the whole World, where-ever Chriſtianity - 
was. Planted, Epiſcopacy was every where Eſtabliſh'd, without 
one Exceprtion,. as is Evident from all their Records. 

And fo it was with us- in Englend, whither it is generally 
ſuppos'd, and with very good Grounds, that St. Paw! firſt brought 
the Chriſtian Faith, Clemens Romanus, in. his Firſt Epiff, to the 
Corinthians, Paragr. 5, Says, that St.. Paw went Preaching the 
Goſpel to the fartheſt bounds of the weſt 5 9*i n me © Aru, 
by which Term Britain was- then Underſtood. And Theodoxer 
exprefly N:mes the Britains among the - Nations Converted by 
the 4po/tles. (To, 4. [erm. 9. P. 610.) And Euſebins in his Ervag. 
gelical Lemonſtyation, (1.3: C7 P.113;) Names-likewile the Br. 
rains, 25 then Converted, 


But 


S# 


Eut: whether St: Pas, or, as ſome Conjeure, Foſeoly of Ari- 


mathea, or any other Apoſtolical Perion was the firſt who Preach. 


ed Chriſt in England, it matters not, as to our Preſent Pur- 


poſe z who Enquire only concerning Epiſcopacy; And it is-Cer-- 


rain by all our Hiſtories; that as-far up as they give us any 
Account of Chriſtianity in this /ard, they tell us likewiſe of 
Biſbops ;, and the Succeſſion of this Church' of Exz/and has been 
Deduc'd in the Succeflion of Biſhops, and not of - Presbyters, 
And particularly in the Dzoceſs of London, which was the firſt 
Li . X | , . 

Archi-Epiſcopat See, before' Awgh/tin the 'Mont'icame | hither, af. 
ter which it- was. Eftabliſh'd M!Certerbury.. And the Sax 08 


Writers have Tranſmitted the Succeſlion of their B:fbups in Can-:- 


terbnry; Rocheſter; Londoh, &c. 0 


And in Countries ſo Remote and” Barbarous as 7{:d it ſelf 
we find the ſame care taken;  Ar4 or Aras an 1hindtſh Prieft? 


Surnam'd Hinfrode the Learned; who Houridh'd in- the Eleventh 
Century, and was 25 Years Old when Chriſtianity was brought 
thither, in-his Book: of that Country written 10 fandiſb, has 
Franſmiited to Poſterity, not only the Swcceſſion but the Genea- 
levies of the Biſhops of Skatholrrand- Hola (the two Epiſcopal Sees 
of Jſlard) as+ they Succeeded one another in his Time. 1 
mention this of J//and, to ſhew that Epi/copacy. has Extended ir 
ſelf Equally with Chriſtianity, which was carry'd by it, into 
the Remoteſt Corners of the Earth. upon which account the 
Biſhops of Skalhilt and Hola, and their-Succeſ71 in, are as Remark- 
able Proofs of Epiſcopacy, tho' not 1o Famous as the Biſhops'of 
Canterbury and London, 

IV. If the Presbyterians will ſay (becauſe: tiry have. nothing*+ 
left to ſay) \thatall Lozdon (for Exampit) was but one” Pariſh: and * 
that the Presbyter of every other Pariſh was as much a*Byjh»» as 
the Biſhop of Zowdon becauſe the words 'EmmonrQ» and 1Npzr6y rm 
Biſhop and Presbyter. are ſometimes .us'd- in + the lame te: © ; 
They may as well-prove: that Chri3# was but a Deacon, becoulc 
He is {o call'd. Rom. XV. 8. Auzzorr, which we rightly I ranl are 
a Miniſter: And Biſbop fignifies an Overſeer, and Presbyter an 
Ancient Man, or Elder Mans; whence our Term of A/derm 7. 
And this. is 'as good a: Foundation to Prove that the 4-0/7 es 
were Aldermen, in the City acceptatian of the Word 5. or that 


our Aldermen are all Biſhsps and Apoſtles, as.to Prove that Pres- 
| byters 


4 : oo” ” nt as ww + DS. * 
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C3 
biteys and Biſhops arc all one, from the Childiſh, G6ingle of the 
Words, 

It wou'd -be the ſame thing, if one- ſhou'd undertake to Con- 
front all Antiquity, and Prove againit all the Hiſtories, that rhe 
Emperors of Rome were no more than Gexerals of Armies, and 
that every Roman General was Emperor of Rome; becauſe he 
cou'd find:the word /wperator ſometimes apply*d to the General 
of an Army. | 

Or as it a Common-wealth-man thou'd get up, and ſay, that, 
our former Kings were' no more than our Dukes are nowz be. 
cauſe the Stile of .Grace, whictrts now given to Dukes, was, then 
given to Kings, ff | 4 

And ſuppoſe that any one” were put under the Pennance' of 
Anſwering. to ſuch Ridiculous Arguments z what Method wou'd 
he take, but to ſhew that the Fmyperors of Rome, and former 
Kings of England, had Generals of 1rmies and Dakes under them, 
and Exercisd Authority over them ?' 7 

Therefore when we -find-1t gin id Charge to Timothy, the 
* firſt Biſhop of Epheſus, how he was to Proceed againſt his Pres- 
byters, when they Tranſpreſſed , to Sit in Judgment upon them, 
Examine Witzeſſes againſt them, and paſs Cexſures upon them, 
it is a moſt Impertinent Logor-4chy to :argue from the Etymology 
.of the Words, that notwit tending of all this; a Biſhop and a 
Presbyter are the {ame thing. : Therefore that one Text, 1 Tim, 
v. 19. is \ufficient to ſilence this Pitiful Clamour of the Presby- 
terians 3 our Engliſh reads it, againſs an Elder , which is 
the Literal Tranſlation of the word Presbyter, xalz neewounes, 
againſt a Presbyter receive not an Accuſation, but before two or 
three witneſſes, and, them that ſin | Rebuke before all,. that others 
alſo may fear. Now, upon the Presbyterian Hypotheſis, we muſt 
ſay that Timothy had no Authority of Furiſdiftion over that Pres- 
byter, againſt whom he had Power to Receive Accuſations, Exa- 
mine witneſſes, and pals Cenſures upon him: And that ſuch a 
Presbyter had the ſame Authority over Timothy— which is ſo Ex- 
travagant and againſt Common Senſe, that I will not ſtay lon- 
ger to Confute itz and think this enough to have ſaid con- 
* .cerning the Presbyterian Argument from the Etymology of the 
words Biſhop and Presbyter. K-20 


And 
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And this likewiſe Coffutes their other Prerexce; which I have” 
menrtion'd, that the Ancient Bijſbopricks were only Single and 
Independent Congregations, or Pariſhes. This is a Topick they 
have taken up but of late (being Beaten from all their other 
Holds) and Launched by Mr. David Clatkſon, in a Book which 
he Entitules Primitive Epiſcopacy; which has given occaſion to 
an Excellent Anſwer, by Dr. Hen. Maurice,-call'd 4 Defence of 
Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, Printed 1691.. which, Þ ſuppoſe, has ended 
that Controverſie, and hindred *he World from being more 
troubPd upon that Head, And their other little Shift, and as 
Groundleſs, that the Primitive Ziþvps were no other than their 
Moderators, advanced more lately by G45. Rule late Moderator 
of the. General Aſſembly in Scotland, has been as Learnedly, and 
with great Clearneſs of Reaſon, Confuted by the Worthy F. $. 
in his Principles of the Cyprianick Age, Printed 1695. 

But, as I ſaid), that Text, 1 Tim.v. 19. has made all theſe Pre- 
tences Wholly uſcleſs to -the Presbyterians: For ſuppoſing their 
moſt” Notorious falſe ſuppoſition,” as it the Biſbopricks of Ferwſa- 
lem, Rome, Alexandria, or Londow, Conliſted but of one fingle 
Congregation, and that ſuch 3bops had no Presbyters under them; 
but that all Presbyters- were Equally Biſhops, IT fay, ſuppoling - + 
this, then it muſt follow from what we Read of Timothy, tRar 
one Biſhop or Presbyter had Furiſdifton over other Biſhops or Pres- 
byters, which will Deſtroy the Presbyterian Claim of Parity, as 
much as their Confeſſion to the: Trnth, and plain Matter of Fatt, 
that Biſbops had Presbyters under their FariſdifFionz and that 
they were Diſtin& Orders: Notwithſtanding that a Biſbop may 
be call'd Awzxw@» a Deacon, -or Miniſter of Chriſt; and likewi 
ner GQwWne@., an Elder or Grave Man, which is a Term of Ma- 
giftracy and Dignity, and not ty*d to Azr. And a Presbyter may 
likewiſe, in a Can Senſe, be call'd a Biſhop, that is, an Overſeer or 
Shepherd, which he truly is over his Particular Flock , withour -.. 
denying at all his Dependance upon his Biſhop and Overſeer : 

V. As under the Term of Prie/t, the High-Prieft was Included, 
without Deſtroying his S«premacy, over'the other Prie/?s. Againſt 
which 'Xorah and his [ch ag or Inferiour Prieſts arcle. And 
if the Presbyteriens will take his word, whom, of all the 
Fathers, they moſt Admire, and Quote often on their 
ſide, that is, St. Ferom, -he will tel! them, . in that very F- 
piſtle 


ov 
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Fiſtle (ad Eragr:) winch they Boaſt favours them ſo much, That 
what Aaroz,and his Sos, and the Levites were 1n the Temple, that 
fame are Biſhop, Presbyter, and Deacon in the Church, 

And long before him, .. Clemens Romanns 1n his .1 Epife. to the 
Corinthians, wakes frequent. Allution tothe Epiſcopacy'ot. the Le- 
wvitical Prieſthood, and argues-from thence to thar of the Chriſtian 
Church, Thus Pare2raph 40. T5.9% Apyieei dit; edlesrpiay Sem 
To the High-Prieſt (ſays he) were Soutray cir *, Tgis Teoow I3(Q. 6 
allotted his proper Offices; tothe  Tin@» aeocrrux)), % Adin lay 
Prieſts, their proper place was a> 9 wrevieu Srixcw?)' Aajxg; arlegms 
ſoxeas and to the Levites .thetr (gig Aaynor; WEIGH) hzov 33 "Þ h 
{ervices were appoimteds, and the Lay-men were Reſirain'd within the 
precepts 70 Lay-men. And Paragraph 42. he applies that Scripture, 
a, LX, 17. tothe Officers of the Chri/tian Church, and renders it 
thus; 7 will Conſtitute their Biſhops in Righteouſneſs, and their Dea- 
gans zz Faith, The Greek Tranſlation of the Lxx has it thus, 7 
wil! give thee Rwlers (or Princes) 9 wm T8 apyolgs Ts oy wipluin, & 
i Veacr , aud thy Bilhops in Righ- mTe;*EmmiTg5 os 0y © Ixzyogudy, 
teon/neſs. | 

It was the frequent Method of theſe Primitive. Fathers to Rea- 
fon thus from the Parallel 'twixt ghe, Lew.and the Goſpel, the one 
being an Exa& Type of the other, and therefore being fulfill'd in 
the other. And in this they follow'd the Example of Chri#, and 
the Apoſtles, who argu'd 1n'the;ſame manner, as you may ſec 
Hatih, v. T Cor. X. the whole Epiſtle to the Hebrews, and many 
other Places of the New Teſtament. 

VI. Now the'Presbyterians are delir'd to ſhew any one Diſpari- 
ty betwixt their Caſe and that of Xorah ; who was a Pref of the 
ſecond Order, that is, a Pres-yter ; and. withdrew. his: Obedience 
from the High-Prie# with other Mutinous Levites : For, ther 
was no matter of Do&rize or worſhip betwixt them and Aaron, nor 
any othcr Diſpute but that of 'Chu7ch-Goterument. And, by the 
Parallel betwixt the O44 Teſtament and the New, Korah was a 
Presbyterian, who Roſe up againſt the Epiſcopacy of 4arom. But 
this Caſe is brought-yet,nearer home; for, we are told (Fade xi,) 
of thole under the Goſpel,who periſh tn the, gains [aying of Korah: And 
in the Epiit. of Clem. Romr. to the Corinth:ans betore Quoted, 
Paragraph 43. He plainly applys this Cale of Korah, to the ſtate of 
4he Chrifiian Church ; thewing at large, that as ſes, by the 
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Command of God; Determin'd the Pretenſions- of *the Twelve 
Tribes to the Gloyy of the Prieſthood, | by the 'Miracultous Budding ' 
of Aaron's Rod, which was after the Schiſm and Puniſhment ot 
Korah and his Company. 50 likewiſe, he ſays, the Apoſtles fore- 
knowing, by. Chri#t,” that Difſentions wou'd «ariſe alfo in-tÞe 
Chriſtian Church, by various Pretenders to the  Evahjzelical Price 
hood, did Settle and Eitabliſh, not only the Perlons themlelvesy 
But gave Rules and O#gers'for continuing the Swcefſinp after their 
Deaths, as I have before Quoted his Words. $0 that it is plain 
from hence,. That the Evangelical Prieſtheod, is as Poſitivelyy and. 
Certainly Eſtabliſh'd, and Detern-ir'd, 10 the-Sweeeſſran-of Eccleſi- 
aſtical Ordination, -as the Levitical was, 4n the Sweeeſon of Aaron. 
And conſequently, that the' Rebellion of Presbyters from Kinder 
the:Governmenr of their. Biſbops, is the/ ſame Caſe "as the Rebellion 
(for ſo it is calld, Numb. xvii. 10.) of Korah and his' Levites, 'a- 
oainſt Aron; who had as good a Pretence againſt him frow the 
word Levite, which was Common to the''whole! 77he'; as\the 
Presbyterians have agaiiift Biſh+»s, from the' Nathe Bijſþa> nd 
Presbyter, being, us'd ſometimes promilcuotifly,. "and" apply'd* roi 
the Clergy in General 3 which is a Term that Tncludes all the Or- 
ders of the Church, 'as Levite'did among the Fews. 

VII. But, to leave the fruitleſs Conteſt about'words, let this: 
Matter be Determin'd, as'other Matters-of Fact ate: ONT 

If I pretehd to fucceed any Man in an'-Honouy'or Elate,” I malt? 
name him who had ſuch an E/tate or 'Honony Vefore me ; and the 
Man who had it before him, and who had' it before him ; and” 
ſo up all the way to him who tirſt had it;;' and! from whom all 
the reſt do derive; and how it was lawfully deduc'd from one'to 
another. MH > 

This the-Biſbops have done, as I have ſhewn and' cart nameall 
the way backward, as far as Hiſtory goes, fromthe Preſeht Bop of” 
London, (for example) to the firit Plantation 'of Chyiftianity wnthis: 
Kingdom : So, from the preſent Biſhop of Lyons up” to trenem the 
Dilciple of St:Pol5carp, as Before is told. The ReGords tre yet more 
certain in the Great Biſhepricks of Rome, Antioch) Alexanatia; and 
others, while:rthey laſted in the World. And tho''the Records may 
not be Extant of every ſmall Bihoprick, which was leſs taken notice* 


z of ; as the Names of many Kizgs are loſt; in obicure/Nations 3 


of many Mayors or Sheriffs, who, HODIIY have as cer- 
| rainly 
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tainly Succeeded one another, as where the Records are Preſerv'd. 
I fay, tho? every Bijhip in the World cannot tell the Names of 
all his Predeceſſors up to the Apoſtles, yet their Succeſſion is cer- 
tain: And in moſt Chriſtian Nations there are Biſhops who can 


do it; which is a ſufficient Proot for -the reſt, all ſtanding, 
upon the ſame Bottom, and being Deriv'd'in the ſame Man-.. 


ner. 


Now, to Ballance this, it is Delir'd, that the Presbyterians wou'd - 


ſh2w the Succeſſion of any one Presbyter in the World, who was 


not likewiſe a Biſbop, in our acceptation of. jthe. Word, .in the 
like manner, from the Apoſtles. . 


Till when, their ſmall Criziciſws upon the Etymology of the.. 


Words, Ziſbop or Presbyter, is as poor a Plea, as if I fhou'd pre- 
tend to be Hr to an Eſtate trom the likeneſs of my Nate 
ſomebody who once had it. 


And here 1 cannot chooſe but apply the Complaint of our 54- - 


viowr, Fohn v.43. 1f any come, in-the Name. of Chrif, that is, 
by a Commiſſion from Him, deriv'd down: all the way, by Re- 
gular Ordination, him ye will not Receive: Nay, tho' he be 0- 
therwiſe a Man without Exception, either as to his Zife and Cop= 
verſation, or as to his Gifts and Sufficiency for the Miniſtry, you 
make this his Commiſſion an Objettion againſt him: . For 4 Rea- 
ſon alone, you will not accept him. But, if another come in his 
own Name, that is, with no Commiſl/ien, but what he has from 
himſelf ; his ew» Opinion of his own worthineſs , giving ont that- 
himſelf is ſome Great One, (AR. vii..9.) him ye will Receive, and 
Follow and Admire him 5- Heaping to your ſelves Teachers, having 
Itching Ears, as it was Propheſy'd of theſe moſt degenerate Times, 
2 Tim.1v. 3. | 

', But as 2 thoſe well-diſpos'd Quakers, for whoſe Information 
Chiefly I have wrote this D#ſcourſe, I muſt ſuppoſe that their 
Inquiry is wholly concerning the ſeveral Titles of Brfbops, Pres- 
byterians, Independents, &c..to the true Succeſſion from the Aps- 
files : That it may thereby be known, to which of all theſe they 
ought to go for Baptiſm. 

This 1 have ſhewn, in behalf of Zpiſcopecy, and put the Presby- 
zerians to prove their. Swecr{/on, in the Form of Presbyrexy, which 
they can never do : Becauſe, as I have ſaid before, the Chroze- 
logy of the Church does not Compute from the Swcceſſion of the 


Presbyters, 


_ 
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Prezbyters, but only of the Biſbops, as being the Chief Governors 
of the Church. And therefore, tho' in many Biſbopricks, the Roll 
of their Biſhops is prefſerv'd from the Apoſtles to this Day yet 
there is not one bare Presbyter, that is, the Miniſter of a Pariſh, 
and no more, no not inall the World, who can pive a Xell of hi; 
Predeceſſors, in that Pariſþ, halt way to the Apoſtles, or near it : 
For, from the firſt Plantation of Chriſtianity, the Charch was Di- 
vided into Biſhopricks z this was neceſſary for the Government of 
the Church: Bur it was not fo early Sub-divided into Pariſbes. 
The Presbyters, at firſt, attending upon the Biſhop, were ſent out 
by him, to ſuch Places, and foriuch Time as he thought fit ; and 
Returning, gave Account of their Stewardſbips,or were Vifited,and- 
Changed by him, as he ſaw Cauſe: And therefore, tho? one might 
come after another, 1n the Place where he had Miriftred before s 
yet they cou'd not Properly be ſaid ro Swcceed one another ; as ito 
ſpeak Intelligibly to the Quakers) many of them do Preach after 
G. Fox, yet none of them are ſaid to Succeed him, 

I have been thus long upon the Presbyterians, becauſe they on- 
ly, of 'all our Diſſenters, have any Pretence to Swcceſſion., And 
what Thave ſaid, as to them, muſt Operate more ſtrongly againſt 
the later /»dependent, Baptiſt, &*c, whohave not the Face to Pre= 
tend to Swcceſſion, but ſet up merely upon their own pretended 


Gifts. 


VIII. But what are theſe Gifts, which they fo Highly zoaft # 

1: An 1nward, and more than Ordinary Participation of the Gra- 
ces of the' Holy Spirit. 

2. A Fluency and Powerfulneſs in Preaching and Praying. 

I know of no other Gifts that any of our Diſſenters pretend to; 
nnleſs they will ſet up for Miracles, as 6, Fox, 8c. And other 
Diſſenters did likewiſe pretend to the ſame, at their firſt ſetting out, 
to amuſe the People ; but (as the Quakers) have let it drop after- 
wards, to ſtop any further Examination of itz having already 
ſery'd their Turn by it. 

But, as to theſe pretended Gifts, if we may: truſt to our $42#- 
our's Rule, of knowing the Tree by its Fruits, we cannot think it 
the Holy Spirit of which theſe Men did partake, who fild theſe 
three Nations with Blood and Slaughter; and whoſe Relivion was 
never {otherwiſe Introduc'd, than by Rebellion, in any Country 
whither-foever it has yet come. 

C 2 | And 
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Aod as ta that :Volu#iity of Toxgue, which they Boaſk, as the: 
main Proof” of their Mſi-», WE have found it by Experience, that. 
a little Confidence and Cuſtom, will I mprove very ſlender Fudz- 
ments, £0 great Readineſs 10 that lort of Talent. | 
' And the: Powerfulnes which is found in it by ſome, who are 
affeted-with a Diſmal Toxe, Wray Faces, and Antick Geſtures, is; 
not #zoxe but Jeſs, if there be either Method or Senſe in the Diſ- ? 
conr{e : Which ſhews their Pa{/7oz to proceed. not from Reaſon, but 
Imagination, | 
The Scots, Presbyterian-Eloquence aftords us onſirows. Proois. of 
this, -but not fo: many, as you may have from iZze and Ear-Wit- 
BEES 7TH 234 
Courſe j-Rude, and Naſty Treatment of God, as they call De- 
votion ;.\asin it ſelf, it is the higheſt 4front to The Divine Ma- 
jeſty, lo has it Contributed, ina very great Meaſure, to that wild 
Atheiſm, which has always attended thele ſort of /nſpirations : It- 
ſeeming to many, more Reaſonable to Worthip no God at all, than 
to ſet up one, on purpoſe to &/d/cule Him. ; 
But this fort of Enthuſiaſm pretumes upon a Familiarity with 
God, which breeds Contempt, and Deſpiles the Sobriety of Religion, 
as.2.low Diſpenſation, 1 Recommend :to the Reader that Excel-. 
lent. Sermon, upon.this Subject, of: Dr. Hicks, call'd The Spirit. of 
Enthuſiaſm Exorcisd, And I delire thoſe to conſider, who: are: 
mot. takenjwith theſe; ſeeming Extraordinary Gifts, of roluhifity 
and Nimbleneſs in Prager,.: that: the: moſt wicked Men are capable 
of this Perfeion z none more than Over Cromwell, ' eſpecially. 
when he was about ſome Nefariow: wickedneſs : He continu'd moſt 
Fluently wn this Exerciſe, all the time that. his Cat-throats,, were 
Murthering ok:his Royal Maſter. And his Gift of Prayer.was great-- 
ly Adan'd. Major weir of, Edinborough, was another great-Inſtance; 
who, was :{trangely .Ador'd fos- his Gifts, eſpecially 'of Prayer, by 
the Presbyterians. in Scotland , while, at - the ſame time, he ' was 
wallowing in the moſt Unnatural and Monſtrom Sins,. -See his 
Srupendous Stay. Ravilac: Redivinus, | Seth 
Fherce are many Examples: of this Nature, which ſhew that this 
Gift 1s attainable by . Art. !.: Dr. wilkins (the Father of the: Latity- 
dinarians) has giyen usthe Receipt, 1n his Gift of Prayer. \ 
Yet npqe of the Performances of thele Gifted-wer are any ways 
Comparable (as to the wonderful Readineſs in which they Boaſt) 
to 
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wo the Extempore Verſes of Weſtminſter School, which 1ſaac Voſſins 
cou'd not believe to be Extempore, till he gave the Boys a Theme, 
which-was ſenes bis Pueri, and he had no looner ſpoke the Words, 
but he was immeduately, Pelred with Ingenious Epizrams from four 
or five. Boys. | 

So that this Yolubitity 10 Prayer, which is the Gift our Diſſex- 
zers do molt Glory in, may be deduc'd from an Or:g4:l tar thorr 
of Divine 1nſþiration. 

But ſuppote that they had really thoſe wonderful Gi/ts which 
they pretend to, yet were this no-ground at all ro Countenance 
or Warrant their makeing a Schijmz, upon that Account, 

This Caſe has been Kul'd in a Famous and moſt Remarkable In- 
ſtance of it; which God. was pleas'd to permit, (forthe future In- 
ſtrution of His Church) at the firſt ſeiting out of the Goſpel, in 
the very Days of the Apoſtles. 

. Then it was that Chrzj#, having 4ſcended up on High, gave many 

and miraculous Gifts unto Men , which was neceſſary towards the 
firſt Propagation of His Goſpe/, 1a. Oppoſition to-all the Eſtabliſh- 
ed Keligions and Governments. then in the World; and under their 
Perſecution, 

But theſe Gifts of Miracles did not always ſecure the Poſſeſſors 
from Yanity, and an-high Opinion ofthemlelves, to the diſparage- 
ment of: others; and -even to. break the Order and: Peace ofs the 
Church, by advancing themſelves above their Superiors z, or- think» 
ing none. Swperror to themielves:; :. 1" 

The Great:4poſi/e: of the Gentiles was not- free'd from the 7ex- * 
zation of thisz.whom the Aeſſenger of Satan was ſent to buffet, leaſt 
.he ſhowd be Exalted apove\meaſnre,. thro" the A' undance of the Revel.o 
tors which were given to bit, 2 Cor. Xil. 7, : Nay more, «our Blelled 
Sato: tells of tholewho had miracutors Gifts beitow'd' upon:them, 
and yet ſhag'd be finally Rejedfed, Matth. vii.22, 23: Therefore He 
Inftruts His Diſciples not' to Rejoyce in thole airaculons Gifts 
which he beftow'd apon them, but rather #%at rhetr Names were 
written. in Heaven,. Luke $,20. winch luppotes, that they might 
have ſuch1G##ts, and yet their Names not be\ written 1a Heaver, 

And when He'taught:them how: to Pray,' Headded no Petition 
for ſuch Gifts, -but only: for the Remilſion of their $425, and the 
Santtiſying Graces 'of the Holy Spirit 5 which are, as molt Profita- 
ble xo Us,-:lo moſt Precioms.in the light of God. 


- 


Now 


( 14) 


* Now ſome who had theſe Atiraculows Gifts 'made ill uſe of them, 
and occaſion'd a great Schiſm (the firſt in the Chriftian Church) ar 
Corinth, They were Exalted above Meaſure, intheir own Gifts 5 
and therefore Refus'd to fubmit themſelves to-thoſe who were 
their Swperiors in the Church (who, perhaps, had not ſuch Gifts as 
they had) but ſet up for themſelves, and drew Parties after them, 
who were Charm'd with their Exeraordinery Gifts; thinking that 
the Participation of the ſaving Graces of the Holy Spirit muſt there 
 Chiefly be' Communicated, where God had beſtow'd fuch wox- 
.derful Gifts, And they laid more ſtreſs upon the Perſonal. Qualifi- 
cations Of theſe Miniſters of God, than upon the obfervance of that 
Order and Conftituti>z» which He had Commanded 3 which 
was, in Effe&, preferring Mer to God, and truſting to the 1nſtru- 
ments rather than to the Author of their Religion as if thro' the 
Power and Holineſs of the Adminiſtrators of God's inſtitutions, and 
not from Him alone, the Graces which were Promis'd to:the due 
Obſervance of them, were convey'd. A, iii. 12. Vn; 69 

And this, as it turn'd Men from: God, to. Truſt in 14an, ſo, as a 
;neceſſary Conſequence of it, it begot great Emmlations among the 
People for one Teacher apainſt another, even (ſometimes) when it 
was not the Fault of the Teachers. For People being once'let looſe 
from Government and Oraer, to follow the 1maginations of their own 
Brain, will run farther than their firft Seducers did Intend z and 
will Carve for themſelves. | : k 

Thus, in the Schiſ+n of rhe Church at Corinth,; one-was for Paal, 
* another for Apolos, another for Cephas, &c. 'much againſt the 
Minds of thele good 4po/Hes ; but having been once unſertPd'b 
:the Pride and Ambition of Seducers, they Heaped to themſelves Teac 
ers, having itching Ears; and made Diviſions among themſelves, 
Pretendingly in behalf of Chri# and His Apefttes, but ini Effec, 
tending to Divide Chriſt and His Apoſttes, as'all Schiſars do.  -' 

Againſt theſe Sr. Paw! Diſputes with wonderful forte of Rexſon 
and Eloquence; particularly in the xii Chap. of his firſt Epi/le to thele 
ſame Corinthians; wherein, from the Parallel of the Unity of Mem- 
bers in the ſame Body, he admirably Illuſtrates, Thar'the many 
Different and proenr 4d Gifts which were then Diſpenſed all from 
the ſame $pirir, cou'd be no more an Argumeut for any to Advance 
himſelf beyond his own Station in the Church, than for one Mem 

ber of the Body, tho'an Eye or a Hand, the moſt Uſeful or Beawtifu!, 


to 
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to Glory it ſelf againſt the Zaferior Members (who are all Atuated * 
by the tame Soul) or not to be Content with its Office and Station in 
the Body,and due Suboraination to the Head, Thence the Apoſtle goes 
on, and makes the Application in the xiiih. Chep. That the moſt 
Exalted Sprricual or even Miraculous Gifts cou'd not only not Ex- 
cuſe any Schiſm to be made in the Body, that is, the Church; But 
that if any who had {uch Gifrs, did not employ them for the Pre- 
ſervation of the nity of the Church, which is very properly Ex-+ 
preſs'd by Charity, 1.e. Love for the whole Body, ſuch Gifts wou'd 
Profit him Nothing, looſe all their #ertze and Efficacy, 25 to the- 
Poſſeſer and be rather an Aggrevation againſt him, than any Ex- 
cuſe tor him, .to withdraw his Obedience trom his lawful Sapertors, 
and Uſurp the Office of the Head; and lo make a Schiſm in the Body, 
upon the account of his Gifts 3* which tho? they were as great as - 
to ſpeak with the Toxgnes of Mew and Angels ; to underſtand all 
Myſteries, and all Xnowledze; to have all Faith, even to Remove: 
Aonntains; and ſuch a Zeal as to give all his Goods to the Proy, and - 
his very mw be Burned, yer, if it be done in Schiſen, out of that 
Love and Charity which is due tothe Body, and to its nity, all is 
Nething, will profit hum nothing at all. | | 

- And no wonder, when all that Heavenly Gloryin which Lacifer: 
was Created, cou'd -avail him nothing, when he kept 
noe ous * firſt Principality, but Aſpir'd Rrgher, and made - 
aSchiſm. inthe Hierarcby:of Heaven. 

How then ſhall they who have (as St. Fade exprefles it) Jef? their ' 
own Habitation, or Station 10 the Church, and advanc'd themſelves 
above their Biſbops, their lawful Saperiors, the Heads and Princi- 
ples of Unity, next and immediately under Chriſt, in their Reſpe- 
ive Churches, upon pretence of their own Perſonal Gifts and Q#4- 
lifications, and thereby make a Schiſm in- the Terreſtrial Hierarchy 

the Church;which is the Body of Chrift,the Fulneſs of him 
who Filleth all in all : How ſhall they be Excus'd for ®** 53: 
this, whoſe pretended Gif#s are in nothing Extraordinary, except 
in a Furious Zeal without Knowleage, and a Yolubility of Tongue, 
which proceeds from a Habit of Spe«ting without Thinking ; and 
an Aſſwrence that 1s never out of Countenance for Ten Thoufand 
Blunders, which wou'd Daſb and Confound any Man of Senſe or Me-: 
deſty, os that conſider'd the Preſence of God, in which. he ſpoke 2 
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If thoſe truly Miraculous Gifts; which were made a Pretence for 
the Schiſm at Corinth, were not ſufficient to juſtifie chat Schiſms : 
How Ridiculous and much more wicked 1s the: Pretence of our Mo- 
dern Gifted-men, who have pleaded their Delicate Gifts as a ſuffi- 
cient Ground for all chat Schiſja:and Rebellion which they have 
Rais'd up amonglt us z : 4 n$ 251.00 02 32 170k 

If the real Gz/ts and 7nſpirations of ithe Holy/Spirit were Stinted 
and Limited by the Governors of the Church, to avaid Schiſm and 
Confuſion 1n the Church : It the Prophets were Confin'a as to their 
1 Cor. xiv. Namzber, tO Two, Of at the moſt -Three at a time, fome. 
from v.26. ordered tohuld their Peare;.$0igiveplacetaothers; | 0+ 
thers to keep ſilence for want of an {nterpreter'y 'and the omen (tho? 
Gifted or 1nſpir'd as many then were) totally ſilen&din 
the Charch,', or Pablick ' Aſſemblies : "What Spirit has 
Poſſe(s'd our Modern Pretenders. to Gifts, that will not be ſubject 
to the Prophets, nar to theChurch,. nor:to any 7»ſtitutions, whether 
Divine os Humane! But it: their; Superziors pretend to-Djred# them 
19 any. thing,-they-cry.out; what ! will you fint the Spirit: And; 
think this a ſuMeicat-Caule to-break quite looſe from-their 4uthori= 
ty, and ſet up an open Schi/m againſt tkem, upon Pretence of their 
wonderful Gif#s-torſoorth ! rare Tenor? 

That firſt Sahiſin inthe Church of theſe Corinthians was vigorowlly 
oppos'd- by the: Apeftles and Biſhips ofithe.Charch,'at that time. 
They, like good watch-men, wou'd not:give. way: to.it,; knowing 
the taral.Conlequences of tt. by ©! og 1. inet! 1] 

This-preduc'd Two Epiſtles from St. Pawl tothe Corinthians, and 
Two,to them from St-Glezrert, then Biſbopot Rowe, which arepre- 
ſ{erv'd;' and handed down; to us. 1-It. was this ſame "occaſion tof 
Sebiſm, whieh:lo.carly _agos to-Corvupt: the Church, thatvled rhe 
Haly /g»2#7us. (who floutyh'd inithat (ame Age) to preſs fo Earneſtly: 
in all his Epi/les tothe ſeveral Chnythet te whonvhe wrote, the TIn- 
diſpenfable obligation of a ſtti&t Obeazence to their ReſpeRive Bt- 
ſhops. © That the Zaity theu'd ſubmit themſelves to the Presbyters 
and Deacons, as to the Apoſfolical College under: Chriſt ;. andithat. 
the Pres/yters and Deacons, as: well as the Lats, thoud Obey their 
Biſhep, -as :Chriff Himatelf.; whole Perfomhbe did: (Repreſents. Fhat 
therefore whoever: kept, not- Owtw.ird Communion; with, his Biſhop, 
did forfeit his imward Communion with (Chriſt: \ That no Sacra- 
ments were Valid, or Acceptable to God, which were not ccle- 
brated 
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brated in Communion with the Biſhop, That nothing in the Church 
thou'd be done, nor any Marriage Contracted without the Bjſbep's 
Conſent, &c. As you will ſee hereafter. 

Thele clear Teſtimonies forc'd thePresbyrerians(becauſe they were 
not ina Temper to be Eonvinc'd)todeny theſe Epiſtles of St, /guatins 
to be Genuine, But they have been ſo fully Vindicated, particu- 
larly by the moſt Learned-Kiſhop of Cheſter, Dr. Pear/ox,as to lilence 
that Cavil, and leave noPFretence remaining againſt Epiſcopacy in 
that Primitive and ar Age. 


—— 


SET I FEE 


Objettion from the Times of Popery m this Kingdom ; as if 
that did Un-Church, and conſequently break the Succeſ- 
fron of our Biſhops. | 


muſt now Account for an Objection, which with ſome, ſeems 

a mighty one, even enough tooverthrow all that I have faid 
concerning the Swcceſ/ion of our Biſhops: And that is, the lon 
Mid-night of Popery, which has, in old Time, Darken'd thelc 
Nations, 

Well. The Szcce//ion, of which I have been ſpezking, was no 
Part of that Darkneſs ; and we have,by God's Blefting,recover'd our 
ſelves, in a great Meaſure, from that Darkng!s. Bur that Dark- 
neſs was ſuch, as, with ſome, to Deſtroy the Epiſcopal Succeſſion 
becauſe, as they lay, ſuch great Errors, eipecially that of 1dvlatry, 
Joes quite Un-church a People and conſequently muſt break their 
Succeſſnn. 

I. This, by the way, is 8 Pop;þ Argument, tho” they that now 
make it, are not aware of it, For the Church of Rome argues 
thus, That 1a/atry does Un-church; and therefore, if ſhe was 1do- 
latrows, tor lo long a time as we charge upon her, it will follow 
that, for ſo many Ages, there was no Yiſtble Church, at leaſt, in 
theſe weſtern Parts of the Werld. And 4rianiſm (which is 1do/a- 
try) having broke in ſeveral times upon the Church; if 1dolatry 
did quite Un-church; and Break the Succefox, ther wou'd not be 


a Chriſtian Church hardly left in the World, The Crn—_ 
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of which wou'd be 2s fatal to the Church of Rome,as to us : There- 
fore let her look to that Poſition, which ſhe has advanced againſt 
us, that Jdolatry does Un-church. 

I!. But that it does not 7a-hurch, I have this to offer againſt 
thoſe Papiſts, Quakers, and Others who make the ObjcQion, 

x. It it does quite 7{z-:h4rch, rhen cou'd no Chriſtian be an 1dola- 
ter , becauſe, by that, he wou'd, 7p/o fafo, ceale to be a Mem- 
ber of the Chriſtian Church : But the Scripture does ſuppole that a 
Chriſtian may be an 1dvlatey : Theretore 1av/atry does not Un-church, 
- The Miner 1s prov'd, 1 Cor.v. 11. If any Man that is called a Bro- 
ther (that is, a Chriſtian) be a Fornicator, or Covetous, or an tdola- 
tex—— Nay, Eph.v.5. a covetous man is Ccall'd an 1dolater , and 
Col. iii, 5. Coverou[neſs is Idolatry. So that, by this Argument, Co- 
vet#ouſneſs does Un-church. It it be aid, that Covetouſneſs 15 call'd 
Idelatry, only by Allufion, but that it 1s not Formal Idolatry: 1 
know no Ground for that Diſttn&tion, The Scripture calls it 1dola- 
try, and makes no Diſtintion. But, 

2aly, In the firft Text quoted, 1 Coy. v. 11. | both Covetonſneſs 
a1:d 2dolatry are Nam'd; fothat, you have both 1aterial and For- 
»21}, or what other ſort of 7do/atry you pleale to fanlie. 

I grant, that, 1n one [enſe, 7delatry does Un-church;, that is,while 
we conts.nue 1n it, it renders us Obnoxious to the wrath of God ; 
and forfeits our Title tothe Promiſes which are made to the Church 
in the Goſpe/: But, ſo docs Fornication, Covetouſneſs, and every 
other Six, till we Repeat, and Retwrn from it. But none of thele 
Sins do ſo Un-church us, as to Exclude our Returning to the Fold, 
by ſincere Repentance ; or to need a ſecond Baptiſm, or Admiſſion 
into the Church: Neither does 1dolatry, Do I then put 1aolatry 
| upon the level with other common Sins? No, far from it; 
Every Scab 1s not a Leproſie , yet a Leper 15a Man, and may Re- 
cover liis Health. 7dolatry is a fearful Leproſie but it does not 
therefore quite Hn-chnrch, nor throw us out of the Covenant, For, 
if it did, then wou'd not Repeptance heal it ; becauſe Repentance is 
a great Part of the Covenant. And therefore, fince none deny Re- 
pentarce to an 1dolater; it follows that he is not yet quite out of 
the Covenant, Some of the Ancignts have deny'd Repentance'to 
Apoſtacy, yet granted 1t to Jdolatry; which ſhews th:t they did not 
look upon 1delatry to be an abſolute Apoſtacyz for every Sin is an 
Apoſtacy, in a Limited lenle. 

2, Let 
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2, Let us, in this Diſquiſition, follow the Example before men. 
tion'd, of the Apoſtles and moſt Primitive Fathers, to meaſure the 
Chriſtian Church with its exa& Type, the Church under the Lew; 
which are not Two Churches,but Two States of the {ame Church,tor 
it is the fame Chri/tzay Church, from the firſt Promiſe of Chriſt, 
Gen, iii. 15, to the End of the World. And therefore it is faid, 
Heb, 1v.2. That the Goſpel was Preached umio Them, 2s well as 
unto Us. And theſe two Srates of the Church, before and after 
Chriſt, do Anſwer, like a pair of 7ndextures to one another; rhe 

one being, to an /-2 fulfilled in the other. Math. v, 18. 

Now we find frequent Lapſes to 1do/atry in the Church 
of the Fews: Yet did not this U{x-church them nv, nor deprive thera 
of a competent meaſure of God's Holy Spirit z as it is written, WVeh. 
ix, 18, 20, Yea, when they had made them a molten calf, and ſaid, this 
is thy God—— yet thou, inthy manifold Mercies, forſookeſt them not 
—— Thou gevejt thy good ſpirit to inſtruft them, &C. 

And let it be here oblery'd, That tho' God ſent many Prophets 
to Reprove the great wickedneſs and 1dolatry, as well of their Prie/'s 
as People; yet none of theſe Holy Prophets did [eparate Communi- 
on from the wicked Prieſts : They wou'd not joyn in their /dolatrous 
Worſhip; bur 1n all other Parts, they joyn'd with them ; and 
ſet up no oppolit Prieſthood tothem. So little did the Prophers think 
that their /do/atry had either 1x-church'd them, or broke the Suc- 
ceſſion of their Prieſ?s , -or that it was Lawful for any, how Holy 
ſoever, to uſurp upon their Prieſthood, and ſupply the Deficiencies 
of it to the People, And apply.to this, what 1 have before ſhewn, 
in the words of St. Clement, whoſe Name is written in the Book of 
Life, Thar the Evangelical Prieſthood, is as ſurely fixed; in the B7- 
ſhops of the Church , and its S»cceſſion continu'd in thoſe Ordarn'd 
* by them, as the Lev:#ical Priz/thiod was confirm'd by the Budding 
of Aaron's Rod, and to be continu'd in that Tribe. 

HI. And here let our Korahites, of feveral fizes, take a view of 
the Heinoulſneſs of their Schi/m; and let them not think their 
Crime to be nothing, beeauſe they have been taught, with their 
Nurſes Milk, to have the utmoſt abhorrence to the very Name 
of a Biſhop, tho' they cou'd not tell why. Let them rather con» 
ſider ſeriouſly the misfortune of their Education, which ſhou'd 


make them Strangers, to all the reſt of the Chriſtian World but 
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themſelves in a Corner ; and to all the former Ages of chriſti- 
axity. 

They have been told that Epiſcopacy is Popery; becauſe the Pa- 
piſts have Biſhops. 

So have they Presbyters too, that is, Pariſh Prieſts : They have 
the Creed likewile, and rhe Holy Scriptures3 and all thele muſt 
be Popiſb, if this be a good Argument. 

Bur, are they willing to be undeceived ? Then they muſt know 
that Epi{copacy has none {o great an Enemy as the Papacy ; which: 
wou'd Engrols the whole Epiſcopal Power, into the ſingle See of 
Rome ; by making all other Bſb'ps abſolutly dependent upon thar, 
which only they call the Apoſolical Chair. And no longer fince 
chan the Council of Trent, the Pope endeavord, with all his In- 
tereſt, to have Epiſcopacy, except only that. of the Biſhop of Rome, 
to be declar'd not to be Fure Divine. By which no other 3;- 
{hops cou'd claim any other Power, bur what they had from 
Him. But that Cowncil was not ſo quite Degenerated as to ſuffer 
this to pals. 

And the Feſuits, and Others, who Diſputed there on the Pope's 
part, us'd thoſe ſame Arguments againſt the. Divine Right of 
Epiſcopacy, which from them, and the Popiſh Canonifts and School. 
men have been lick'd up by the Presbyterians and others of our 
Diſſenters. They are the ſame Arguments which are us'd by Pope 
and Presbyter againſt Epiſcopacy. 

When the Pope cou'd not carry his Cauſe againſt Zpiſcopacy in 
the Council of Trezr, he took another Method, and that was, to 
{et upa vaſt Number of Presbyterian Prieſts, that is, the Regu- 
lars, whom he Exempred from the Furiſai:on of their reſpe&ive 
Biſhops, and fram'd them into a Method and Diſcipline of their 
own, accountable only to Swperiors of his, and their own contri- 
ving 3. which is exaQtly the Presbyterian Model, 

1 heſe 1/urpations upon the Epiſcopal Authority, made the Fa- 
mous Archbiſhop of Spalato, quit his great Preferments in the 
Church of Rome, and Travel into England, in the Reign of King 
Fames 1. toleek for a more Primitive and Independent Epiſcopacy, 
Himſelf, in his Conſilium Profeions, gives theſe ſame Reaſons for 
it: And that this ſhameful Depreſ/ioz and Proſtitution of Epiſcopacy, 
in the Church-of Rome, was the caule of his leaving her. 
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He obſerv'd truly, that the further we ſearch upward in Azz7- 
qaity, there is ſtill more to be found of the Epiſcopal, and leis of 
the Papa! Eminency, 

St. 1gnatiws is full, in every line almoſt, of the high Authority 
of the B-{hop, next and immediately under Corift ; as all the other 
Writers in thoſe Primitive Times: Burt there is a profound filence. 
in theng all of that S»ypremacy in the Biſhop of Rome, which is 
now claim'd over all the other ziſhops of the Catholick Church : 
Which cou'd not be, if it had been then known 1in the World. 
This had been a ſhort and effeRual Method, whereby Sr. Paul, or 
St. Clement might have quieted the great $ch:ſms of the Corinrhi- 
ans, againlt which they both"wrote, 1a their Epiſt/es tothems to 
bid thei refer their Differences to the 1»falible Fudge of Contre- 
verſy, the Supreme Paſtor at Rome. But not a word like this, Eſpe- 
cially conſidering chat St. Peter was one, for whom fome of theſe 
Corinthians ſtrove (1 Cor, 1.12.) againſt thoſe who preterred others 
before Him. 

The Uſurp'd Supremacy of the later Biſhops of Rome over their Fel- 
low-Biſhops, has been as Fatal to- Epiſcopacy, as the Rebellion of our 
yet later Presbyters againſt their Relpective Biſhops, 

And indeed, whoever wou'd write the true Hiſtory of Pres 'ytc< 
rianiſm, mult begin at Rome, and not at Geneva, 

So very Groundleſs, as well as Maliciows, is that popular Cla- 
mour of Epiſcopacy having any Relation. ro Popery. They are {6 
utterly Irreconcilable, that it is impoſiible they can ſtand toge- 
ther : For that moment that Zp/ſcopacy were Reſtor'd to its Pri- 
mitive Independency, the Papacy, that is, that Supremacy, which 
does now diftinguith ir, mult zpſo fa&o ceale. But enough of this, 
for I muſt not gigrels into various Subjects. 

I have ſhewn, in Anſwer to the Obj<&tion of the Ages of Pope- 
7y in this Kingdom, that all: thoſe Erzors, even 1dolatry it (elf, 
does not Um church, nor break Succe//on. And 24ly, have Exem- 
plifi*d this from the Parallel of the Fewiſh Church, under the Law. 
Then applying of this to our Cale, I have vindicared Epiſcopacy 
from the Imputation of Popery, 1 will now go on to further Rex- 

ſons, why the Succeſſion of our preicnt Biſhops is not hurt by that 
Deluge of Popery, which once cover d the face of this Land. 

IV. Theend of all Governmext, as well in the Church as State, 
is to preſerve Peace, Unity, and Order; and this cannot be doae, 
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if the Male-:dminiſration of the Officers in the Government, did 
Ficats their Commyion, Without its being Re-calld by thoſe who 
gave {ul Cramyſion to them, For then, 1//, Every Man mult 
be Judge, when ſuch a Commiſſien 1s Vacated ; and then no Man is 
bound to obey longer th:n he pleaſes. 2dly, One may fay it is 
Facated, another nor; w tiznce perpetual Contention mult ariſe, 

A Man may F-rfciz his Commiſion, that is, do tholg things, 
which give juſt Cauſe to his Seperiors to take it from him ; But 
it is not acually Yacated, till it be actually RecalPd by thoſe who 
have lawful Power to take it from him : Otherwile their cou'd be 
no Pexce nor Certaiaty inthe World, either in Publick or in Private 
affairs, MNo Family cou'd lubliſt, No- Man enjoy an Eſtate, No 
Scciety whatever cou'd keep together: And the Curcb being 
an Outward Society (as ſhewn 1n the Diſcourſe of water 
Baptiſm) muſt coniequently ſubliſt by thoſe Laws which 
are indiſpentible to every Soczery, And tho' 1delatry does juſt] 
Forfeit the Commiſſion of any Church, in this ſenſe, that God's 
Promiſes to Her being Cend:tional, ' He may juſtly take her Com- 
miſſion irom her, and Remove her Candleſtick ; Now tho' her Com- 
741//70x be thus Forfeitable, yet it (till Continues, and is not actually 
Vacatea, till God ſhall pleale asally to Recall it, or take it away : 
For no Commiſſion 1s Void, till it be fo Declard, Thus, tho' the 
Fews did often fall into 1dolatry, yet (as before has been ſaid) God 
did bear long with them ; and did rot Hn-church them, tho' they 
had juitly Forfezted, And theie wicked Husbana men, who flew 
thoſe whom the Zord ſent for the Fruits of His Vineyard, yet con- 
tiau'd (till to be the Husband-men of the Vineyard, till their Lord 
did Diſpotleſs them, and gave their /7zeyard unto others, 

Acd ratural Reaſon does enforce this: If a Steward abuſe his 
Truſt, and oppreltcs the Texants, yet are they ſtill oblig'd to pay 
their Rent to him, and his Diſcharges are ſufficient to them 2gainſt' 
their Lanadord, tiil he ſhall Surericede luch a Steward, 

If a Captain wrong and cheat his Soldiers; yet are they oblig'd 
to remain under his. Command, »till the Xi7zz, who gave him 
his Commiſſiorr or thoſe to whom he has Committed ſuch an Au- 
thority, ſhall Ca{hzer him, 

And thus it is in the Saceraotal Commiſſion, Abuſes init, do not 
take it away, till God, or thoſe to whom He has Committed ſuch 
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an Authority, (hall S»ſpend, Deprive, or Degrade (as the FafF Res 
- quires) ſuch a Biſþop or a Prieſt, ge 

Aad there is this higher,Conſideration in the Sacerdetal Com: 
miſſion, than in thole' of Civil Societies ;; That it- being immedi- 
ately from God, as none. (therefore) ca take this Honour to him{(elf,- 
but he that is called of God, a4 mas Aaron; fo can none take it - 
way, but he that is as Expre/ly and Outwaraly called thereunto, as 
Aaron was tobe a Prieſt, . For this wou'd be to Urp upon God's 
immediate Preregative, which is to Conſtitute His own Prieſts. 
Upon this Foundation I argue, . 

V. As the neceſſity of Government, and the general Commands 
in Scripture, of Obedience to Government do require our Submillion 
to the Government 1n being, where there is no Comperition con- 
cerning the Ti#/es, or any that Claims a better Right than the Poſ- 
ſeſſor : So where a Church, once Eſtabliſh'd by God, tho' ſuffering 
many Interruptions, does continue, Her Go:1ex»»rs ought to be 2c- 
knowledg'd, where ther is no better Claim ſet up againſt them. 

This was the Reaſon why our Saviour and His Apoſtles did, with- 
out ſcruple, acknowledge the Hizh-Prieſt and Sanhearin of the 
Fews 1a their time, tho' from the days of the Maccabees, ther had 
been great FR ai and Breaches in the due Swucce//iopr of their 
Prieſts: and before Chriſt came, -and all His time, the Romans, as 
Conquerors, diſpos'd of the Prieſthood as they pleas'd, and made ir 
Annual and Arbitrary, which God had appointed Hereditary and 
Unmovable. | 

But ther was then no Competition : The Fews did ſubmit to it, 
becaule they were under the ſubje&tion of the Romans, and cou'd 
have noother, No High-Prieft claimed againſt him 1a Poſſeſhon, 
but all ſubmitted to him. / | 

And our Saviour did confirm His Authority, and of the Sazbe-- 
arin, or Inferior Prieſts with him, (Matth. xXit- 2.) ſaying, the 
Scrives and Phariſees ſit in Moſes's ſeat, All therefyre, whatſoever 
. they bid yow obſerve, that obſerve and dr... And St, Paul own'd the 
Authority of the High-Prieft, 4. xxiii, 5. 

Many Objeftibns-might have been rais'd againſt the Deduftion 
of their Succeſſion from Moves : But ther being none who clair'd 
any better Right than they had, therefore their Riabt was Un- 
controverted ; and by our Saviour's Au:hority was Conhrm'd. 


Now 
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Now ſuppoſe ſome 1nterruptions had been in the Succeſſion, or 
Corruptions in the DoFFrine and worſhip of our Engliſh Biſhops, 4n 
former Ages, yet (as in the Cale of the Scribes and Phariſees) that 
cou'd have no Effect to Invalidate their Commiſion and Authority 
at the preſent. | 


+ © 6H Vagina, 


The Aſſurance and Conſent nm the Epiſcopal Communion,” 
beyond that of any other. 


I. HE whole Chri/tian World, as it always has been, ſo at 
this Preſent, it is Epiſcopal, except a few Diſſenters, who, 
in lets than Two Hundred years laſt paſt, have ariſen, like a wart 
upon the Face of the weſtery Church. For little more Propor- 
tion do our Diſſexters here, the Hugonots in France, the Presbyte- 
rians in Holland, Geneva, ,and thereabouts, bear to the whole Bo- 
dy of the Latin Church, which is all Epiſcopal, But, if you com- 
pare them with the Catholick Church all over the World, which 
1s all Epiſcopal, they will not appear (o big as a Mole. . 
[]. It our Diſſexters think it much, that the Church of Rowe 
ſhou'd be reckon'd in the Liſt againſt them z we will be content to 
leave them out: Nay more, if we ſhow'd give them all thoſe 
Churches, which own the Supremacy of Rexre to be joyn'd with 
them (as they are the neareſt to them) 4t will be ſo far from caſt- 
ing the Ballance on their fide, that the other Epiſcopal Churches 
will, by far, out-number them both. | 
Let us then, to theſe Diſſenters againſt Epiſcopacy, add the Chur- 
ches of 1taly, and Spain entire, with the Popiſh Part of Germany, 
France, Polandand Hungary (I think they have no more to reckon 
upon,) againſt theſe we produce the vaſt Empire of Ruſſia (which 
is greater in Extent than all theſe Popjſþh Countries before nam?d) 
England, Scotland, Denmark, Sweden, and all the Lutheran Chur- 
ches in Germany, which will out-number both the Papi/ts and 
Presbyterians before-mention'd, And this compariſon is only 
made as to the Zatiz Church. But then, we have all thereſt of the 
Chriſtian World,whol:y onthe Epiſcopal ſide, againſt both the Supre- 
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macy of Rome, and Parity of the Presbyterianr, ' The whole Greet 
Church, the Armenians, Georgians," * Mingrelians, Fucebites, the 
Chriſtians. of St. Thomas, and St. Foba"in the: Ex/t-tndies, and 0- 
ther : Oriental Churches. -: Then 1n.4frica, the Cophties in Egypts 
and great. Empire of the: Aby/izs in e/Xthiopia, Thele all are Epife 
copal, and never own'd the Supremacy of ' Rowe : ' And over reckon, 
out of ſight, all that diſown Ep:ſcopacy, and all that, own the $#- 
premacy of Rome with them. © 

Il. Let me add,-that among our Diſſexters, every Claſs of 
them does Condemmn all-the reſt; the Presbyterian Damns the 
Quaker, the Quaker Damns +himy.:2»gdependent, Baptiſt, &c. All. 
Damn one another, and Each denys the . others Ordination.or 
Call. 27! | 
- So that, the Ordination of every one of them, is:diſown'd b 
all the reſt ; and all of them together by the whole Chrifian World. 
And if their 0Ordinations are not Valid,..then they have no more Au- 
thority to adminiſter. che ''Sacraments, than any:other Lay-men z 
and conſequently, -ther can be no ſecurity in Receiving Baptiſn 
from any of them. | 
- IV. What allowances ' God . will make to: thoſe who think 
their Ordinatiox to be good enough, and that they are true AM7- 
niſters of the Goſpel; and, as luch, do receive the Sacraments irom 
them, 1 will not determine. | 

But they have no reaſon to expe the like allowances who are 
warned of it before-hand, andwill notwithſtanding venture upon 
it ; before theſe Diſſenters have fully and clearly acquit themſelves 
of ſo: Great and WHniverſal a Charge: laid' againſt them; ſuch an 
one, as muſt make the whole Chriftien World wrong, if they be 
in the Right 1 Not only the preſent Eorificn Churches, but all the 
Ages of Chriſtianity ſince Chri/f, *Of which the Diſſenters are de- 
ſir'd to produce any one, in any Part of the World, that were 
not Epiſcopa/——any one Conſtituted Church upon the Face of the 


Earth, that was not Govern'd by Biſhops, diſtin&-from, and Su- 
perior to Presbyters, before the Yawdois in Piedmont, the Huoonots 
in France, the Calviniſts 1n Geneve; and the Presbyttrians thence 
Tran(planted, in this laſt Age, into Holland, Scotland and England. 

V. If it ſhou'd be rerorted, that neither is the Church of Eng- 
land without Oppoſers ; for, that the Church of Rome oppoles Her, 


as do likewiſe our Diſſenters. 
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Anſ. None of them do oppoſc Her, in the Point we are now 
upon,that is,the. Validity of Epiſcopal Ordination, which the Church 
of Rome does own 3 'and the Presbyterians dare not deny it, becaule 
they. wou'd (thereby) overthrow all! their own Orderarions z | for 
the Presbyters who Keformed (as they'call it) from Asbops, receiv'd 
their Ordinazion from Biſhops, 5. ac 

And therefore, tho? the Epi/copai Principles do :1avalidate the 
Ordination by Presbyters, yet the PresLyteriamPrinciples do not 1- 
validate the Oraination by Biſhops ; ' So.that. the Yalidity of Epiſcopal 
Qrd:nation ſtands fate, on all fides, even.iby the Confelfion of thoſe. 
who are Enemies to:the Eprſcopa/'Oraer 2:and, -in this, the Biſhops 
have no oppolers.. . 7 61] 8 ta | 

Whereas, on the other hand, the Yaliaity of the Presbyterian 
Ordinations, 'is own'd by none but themlelves ; and' they have all 
the reſt of the World as oppolite to them, | 

Therefore, to ſtate the Caſe the moſt Impartially , to receive 
Baptiſm from thele Diſſexters, .1s, -at leaſt; a hazard of many Thou- 
ſznds to One; as many as all the reſt of Chriſtianity are more than 
they : But to receive it from the Biſhops, or Epiſcopal Clergy, has 
no hazard at all, asto its Validity, even as own'd' by the Presbyte- 
rians themſelves. 


Wd 7 If ok ng, 
The Perſonal Sanctity. of the /Adminiſtrator of the Sa- 
craments, tho: highly Requifute on his Part, yet not of Ne- 


ceſlity as to the Receivers, to Canvey to them the Benefits 
of the Sacraments. 


F. HE only: Objection of thoſe Quakers, who are otherwiſe 

convinc'd of the Obligation of the Sacriments, is the Ne- 
ceſſity they thiak ther is 'of great Perſonal Holine(s in the Admi- 
niſtrators , without which, they eannot ſee how the Spiritual Ef- 
tects of the Sacraments can be convey'd, But I wou'd beſeech 
them to conſider, how, by this, inſtead of referring the Glory to 
Goa, and leſſening the Performance of Man, which I charitably 


pre- 
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preſume (and.I am confident as to fome of whom I ſpeak) thay 
It is their true-and-{incere Intention , bur inſtead of that, 1 dog 
in great Good- will, invite them to refle& whither their well-ig- 
tended Zeal has turn'd the Point of this Queſtion-—evea to 0- 
ver-magnifie-4an, and transfer the Glory of God unto His weak 
Inſirument, as if any (the lea{t Part) of the Divine Vertue which 
God has' annexed to His Sacraments did proceed from His Aini- 
fter.. If this be not the-meaning (as ſure it is not) why ſo much 
{tre(s laid upon the Sanity of the Miniſters? as it thro' by 
their power or holineſs the Holy Ghoſt was given ! SY. 22. 

IT. To obviate this. preteace, our Saviour Chrift choſe a Devil 
(John vi. 70.) to be ione of; His 4pofiles; and he was ſent to'Bapgize 
and work \Miracles 'as' well as; therreſt;. And thoſe whons Fad 
did Baptize, were, nodoubt/ as! well Baprized, and did pattake 
of the Communication of the Spirit (according to their Prepara- 
tion for it) as much as any-who were Baptizrza by-the other 4po« 
ftlesz unlels you will ſay that Chriſt ſent him te Baptize, who had 
no Authority to Baprize, and that none ſhou'd; receive: Betefit by 
his Bapti/m, which wou'd be to Cheat and Delude the People; 
and is a great Blaſphemy againſt Chriſt, -and a diſtruſt of His Power ; 
as if it. were Limited by the poor Inſtrameat: He ipleaſes to make 
ule off ; whereas, 

III. His Greatneſ5'is often moſt Magnify'd inthe wmeaneſs of the 
Inſiraments,by which He works. Thus He deſtroy'd Egypt by Frogs 
and Lice; and the Philiſtines by Emerods:and; Mice; and ſent 
His Armies of Flies and Hornets to diſpoileſs the Cenaanites. Out 
of the mouths of babes and ſucklings haſt thow ordained ih 
ſtrength, becauſe of thine enemies, that thou mighteſt EG JO 
ſtill the enemy, and the avenger |. e. That the Enemies of God 
might be confounded, when they ſaw His great Power Exerted 
by tuch weak and contemptible 1n/truments. The Walls of Fe- 
richo (the Type of Spiritual wickedneſs) were thrown down by 
the blaſt of ſeven Rams Horns, when blown by the Prie/fs whom 
He had commanded: And He rebuked the Iniquity of Balaans 
by the mouth of an A/s, to ſhew that no Inſtruments are JneffefFual 
in His Hands; 'and made uſe of the mouth of Ba/aam to Prophelie 
of Chri#. For this caule, ſays St. Barnabas, 1n 
his Carholick Epiſtle, c. 5.” did Chrizt chooſe Men ung T2f 2uap- 
who were Exceeding great Sinners to be His A- may arouwrizcs. * 

E 2 | poſtles 5 
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poſttes; to ſhew' the Greatneſs of -His Power:and Gracez and pur 
the Incſtimable Treaſure of His Goſpel into Earthen Feſfels, that 
the Praiſe might be to God, and not to Men. 

IV. St; Paul rejoyced- in Chriit. betng Preached, tho? 
z0t ſincerely by thoſe who did it 5 becauſe God can bring 
Good out of Evil; and by wicked-/nſtruments, Propagate His Goſ- 
pel; turning their malice (even of the Derz/-himlelt) to the fur- 
therance of the Faith: Otherwiſe the Apoſtle cou'd have. no caule 
to Rejoyce in the Preaching -of wicked Men, if. none cou'd receive 
benetic by it. And he plainly. ſuppoles, 1. Cor. 1x, 27. That a Man 
may fave others by his Preaching,” and yet himſelf. be a:co/t-away. 

V. And ſo far as we can know or judge any;thing, we lee daily 
Experience of this ; | That God has touched Mens: Hearts upon 
hearing the Truth\{poken, tho! by Men who were:great Hypocrites, 
and very Wicked; And what reaſon can be given to the contrary * 
Truth is Truth whoever ſpeaks it : And if my Heart. be prepared, 
the good Seed receives no evil Tindvre of the Hand that ſowed it: 
And who can Limit God, that His: Grace may not goialong with 
me in'this ? | Ve #11 7 | 

I have heard ſome of the 4ow'/eparate Quakers:confels, that they 
have formerly /felr' very ſenſible "Operations of the. Spirit, upon 
the Preaching of ſome of thoſe whom they have ſince: DeteRed of 
gro[s.Errors and Hypocriſies and they now think it ſtrange. But this 
 wereenoughtoconvince 'them, that the wind bloweth where it liſt. 
eth : otherwiſe they muſt condemn: themſe!ves,] and confeſs that; 
in-all thatitime, they had no true Participation. of the: Spirit of 
God, but that what rhey miſtook tor it, was a-meer Deluſjon.: Or 
Elſe confels that by the Truths which were ſpoken by theſe 3417ni- 
ftert of Satan (for they ſpeak .ſo-1e: Truths). . God might. work a 
good Effet upon the Hearts of ſome well-diſpa#d, tho? then Jpne- 
raut, and much Delxded People. Ifmot fo,:we muſt; judge very 
teverely of all thoſe who-live-in 1dolatroms or Schiſmatical Coun». 
tries, ther were great: Prophets and good Men among the Ten Tribes. 
And if the words, nay Miracles, of Chriſt, did render the Hearts 

my of many yet more obdurate, even tofin againſt the 

Moe from - xpoly Ghoſt 3-which was the reaſon why He: ſometimes 
i043 refusdtowork' Miracles among then, becauſe there- 

by they grew worſe and worlez: andif the Preaching of the: Goſpel, 

by the mouths of Apoſtles; became the favour of Death to wicked 

and 
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and wnprepar'd Hearts 3 why may not the words of Truth have a 
good Effet upon honeſt and good Minds, tho* ſpoken from the 
mouth of an Hypoerite, or of Perſons, who, 1n other things,. are 
greatly Deluded ? 

I have before mention'd the #iz4rd Major weir, who Bewitched 
the Presbyterians in Scotland, fince the Reftoration, 1660, as much 
as Simon Mags did the Samaritans: And yet 1 ſuppole the more 
moderate of the Quakers will not rathly give all over-to Deftru- 
ion, who blindly followed him, and admir'd his Gifts z or will 
ſay but thar ſome words of Truth he might drop, might have a 
real good Effet upon ſome well meanirg, tho? grolly Deluded Peo- 
ple, who followed him, Two of winder's witches (les The Snake 
in the Gra's, p. 300. 24, Edit.) were Preachers. among the Quakers 
for Tweaty years together ;| and thought. to be as Powerful and 
' Aﬀeting as any others. 

VI. But, the Argument will hold” ſtronger againſt them, as to 
the: Sacraments, than in the Office of Preaching ; becauſe in Preactr. 
ing much depends upon the Qualifications of the Perſon, as to 1» 
wention, Memory, Fudgment,. &c, But in the Adminiſtration of an 
Outward Sacrament, nothing 1s requir'd, as of Necity, but th 
lawfulneſs of the Commiſſion, by which ſuch a Perſon does Admi.- 
niſterz and a ſmall meaſure of zatural or acquir'd Parts is ſufficient 
to the Adminiſtration. 

Therefore let us. lay no ftreſs.upon the 1»/trament (more than 
was upon the raters of Ferdan to heal Nazman) but truſt wholly 
upon the Commiſion, which conveys the. YVertnue from-Gid, and 
not from His 1inifters : That all the Glory may be to. God, and not 
to Man. | 

"Tis true, , the Perſonal Qualifications of the 1»{ramentare 7.cv0. 
ly and Deſirable, but they become a Snare, where we expe ifiy 
part. of the Succeſs from them. This was the ground of the ce. 
rinthian Schiſm (1 Cor. 1. 11;) and, -tho* unſeen, of ours at this 

Day. 
VII. And the confequences- of it, are of manifold and fatal- 
Deſtruttion, | 
1. This unſettles all the 4ſſwrance we can have-in God's Promife 
to afliiſt His own 1»ſtitution or, it the rYertac, or any part of it, 
lies inthe Holzneſs of the Inſtrument, we can never be {ure of the 
| Etft:&, 
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EfﬀfeR, asto us; becauſe, we have no certain knowledge of the 
Holineſs of another. Hyp»crites deceive even good Men, 

2. This wou'd quite dilappoint the Promzzſe Chriſt has made, 
Matth. xxviii. 20, To be with His 1ini/ers, in the Execution of 
His Commillion, to Baptize, gc. always, even unto the end of the 
world, For, if the Holineſs of the 1u/trument be a neceſſary Qua» 
lification, this may fail, nay always mult fail, ſo far as we can te 
(ure of it, and conſequently Chr://f has commanded Baptiſm and 
His Supper to continue, to the end of the world, till his coming a-' 
gain; and yet has not afforded means whereby they may be con- 
tinu'd 3 which He has not done, if the Holineſs of the Juminiſtra- 
tor be a neceſſary Qualification z and that He has not left us a cer- 
tain Rule, whereby to judge of the Holineſs of another: And 
thus have you readred the Command of Chriſt of none EfteR, thro? 
your Tradition. 

3. This is contrary to all God's former Inſtitutions. The wiched- 
neſs of the Prieſts, under the Law, did not exeaſe any of the Pec- 
ple from bringing of their Sacrifices to the Prieſſs : The Prieſts 
were to Anſwer for their own Sin, but the Perple were not anſwer- 
able for it, or their Offerings the lels accepted. 

But we were ina much worſe condition, under the Goſpel- 4d- 
miniſtration, if the Effect of Chri#'s Inftitutions, did depend either 
whoky, or in part upon the Perſonal Holine/s of His Prieſts, This 
wou'd put us much more in their Power, than it is the Intention 
of thole who make this objection to allow to them : This mag- 
nifies en, more than is due tothem , therefore I will apply the 
Apoftle's wolds to this Calez Let no man glory in men ; 
ho i Paul * and who # Apollo? but miniſters—ſo then, 
neither is be that pianteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but 
God who giveth the increaſe. 

4 This:wai (with others) the-Error of the Ancient Donatiſts ; 
thoſe Proud and Turbulent Schiſmaticks, the great Diſtarbers of 
the Peace of the Church, upon an opinion of iheir- 9wn Santtity, 
above that of other Men : For which reaſon, rhey rcjeRed all Bape" 
ti/-s, except what was performed by them(eives; and Re-baptiz'd 
thole who came over to them, from the Church , for, they 'faid 
that the Holine [s of the Aaminiſtrator w1s neceſſary towards Con- 
veying the Spiritual Graces of Baptiſm: Tihias they argu'd ; Qui 
nen havet quod Det, quomodo Dat? 1.e. How ſhall a Man give that 

| fo 
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to another, which he has uit himſelf ? But Optatus Adv. Parmen: |. x. 
Anſwers them, that God was the Giver, and-not., oo enrny =. gr 
Man, Viaete Deum eſſe Daterem, And he argues - Foe 
that it was preferring Themſelves before Goa, to think that the 
Vertae of Baptiſm did come trom Them that they were nothing / 
but Mrnifters or work-men , and that, as whena Cloth was Dy«d, 
the change of the Cloth camg from the Colours infusd, not from 
the vertue of the Dyer. SAhat in Baptiſm the Change of the Bap- 
tized,, came from the Yertue of the Sacrament; nnt trom the .44- 
_ miniſtratir : That it was the watey of Biptiſm, which did waſh, not 
the Perſon who apply'd the water, That the Perſonal Santtity of 
the Adminiſtrator (ignity*d nothing to the Efficacy of the Sicrament 
Therefore, ſays he, Nos operemmur ut 1Ule det, qui ſe daturum 
eſſe promifſit, 1.C. Let us mork, that God, who hs promis'd it, 
may beſtow the Effeft: And that when we work, Humana (unt opera, 
za Det [unt Muner, 1,e The work is Man's, but the Gift is Gods, 
And: thence he expoles that Fam illud quam Kid:culuym eit, 
Ridiculous Principle of the Do- quod, quaſi ad Gloriam weſtram, 
natiſts, which they advanc'd to a wb 'emper anditur, hoc munus 
g4in Glory to Themſelves, that Baptiſmatis, eſt Dantis, non Ac« 
the Gift in Baptiſm was of the ciprentis? p. 89. 
Adminiſtrator, and not of the Recei:er ; But he ſhews, that the. 
Gift was conferred by God, proportionably to the Faith. of the Re- 
ceiver, and not according to the H:lineſs-of the 4dminiſtrator, 
The Dilcourſe is large, to which I refer the Reader. I have 
given this Taſt of it, to let thele ſee to whom I now write, that 
they have (tho? unaware) ſtumbled upon the very Notion of the 
Donatiſts,which divided them from rhe Carholrct Churchand which, 
with them, has been, long finc?, Exploded by the whole Chriſti 
an World; and | hope this may bring them to a more ſober mind , 
to conſider from whence, and with whom they have fallen, and to 
return again to the Peace of the Church, and the Participation of 
the Bleſicd Stcraments of Chriſt, and the Ineſtimable Berxefits which - 
He has promis'd to the worthy Receivers of them. . | 
Laſtly, Lex me obſerve that this Error of the Donatiſts and Qua- 
keys, borders near upon Peperyz nay rather ſeems ro exceed ir. 
For the Church of Modern Rome makes the Validity of the Sacra- 
ments to depend upon the 1ztention of the Prieſt; bat his Intention 
is much more in his own Power ; and ther are more evident $745 
of it than of his Holineſs, VIIL. 1 
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VIII. 1 wou'd not have the Quakers imagine that any thing1 
have ſaid was meant in excuſe tor the ill Lives of the Clergy of 
the Church of England; as if the Diſſenters were unblamable, but 
our Clergy wholly Profiitute to all wickedneſs; and that for this 
cauſe, we plead againſt the Sanity of the Adminiſtrator, as Efilen- 
tial to the Sacrament. | 

No, That is far from the Reaſon : I do not love to make compart- 
ſons, or Perſonal Reflections. If all Mean be. not as they ſhou'd be, 
pray God make them fo. But I think ther is no modeſt Diſſexter 
will be offended, if 1-ay, that ther are of our Bſhops and Clergy, 
Men, . not only of Learning, and moral Honeſty, but of Devotion, 
and ſpiritual Illumination ; and as much of the Sobriety of Religions 
and can give as many Signs of 4it, Equally at leaſt (to ſpeak mo- 
deſtly) as any of our Diſenters, of what Denomination ſoever, 
IX. Andil hope, that what have ſaid will, at leaſt, hinder the 
Sacceſſion of the Biſhop» from the Apoſtles, . to be any Objettion a> 
gainſt them: And they .b:ing poſle(s'd moreover of all the other 
Pretences of our Diſſenters, the Ballance muſt needs lie on their (ide, 
and ſecurity can only bewith them becauſe ther is doubt in all the 
other Schemes of the Diſſenters, 1f what I have ſaid can amount but 
to 2 Doubt, If the want of Succeſſion and outward Commiſſion, up» 
on which Chriſt and His Apoſtles, and the whole Chriſtian Church, 
in all Ages, till the laft Century; and in all Places, even at this 
Day, except ſome Corners in the wet, and the Aoſaical Infſtitu- 
tion before them, did, by the Expreſs Command of God, lay 

{ggreat a ſtreſs; if all this make but a Dowbr (it is ſtrange that it 
ſhou'd, at leaſt, that it ſhou'd not) in the mind of any conſidering 
Perſons; then can they not, with Security, Communicate with 
any of our Diſſenters; becaule, if hezthat Zaterh and Dowbreth is 
Damned, much more he that ſhall do fo in Religious 
matters; wherein chiefly this Rule muſt ſtand, that 
nhatſoever is not of Faith is.ſin, 

\X. But now, to argue a little, ad hominem, ſuppoſe that the 
Succeſſion of our Biſhops were loſt 3 and ſuppole, what the Quakers 
and {ome others wou'd have, that the Thread being broke, we 
muſt caſt a new knot, and begin again, and make an Eftabliſh- 
ment amongſt our ſelves, the beſt wecan. Well, When this 
1s done, .ovght not that Eſtabliſhment to be preferv'd ? Ought eve- 
ry one to .break iu upon it, without juſt cauſe ? Shou'd every 
one 
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one take upon. him {or her) to Preach, or: Baptize, contrary to the 
Rules Eſtabliſh'd * This, I think, no Szciery. of Men will. allow 
For, the "Members of a Soctety 'muſt} be {ubje& to the Rules of 
the Scciety, otherwiſe it-is no Society: And the Quakers, of Grace- 
church-/ſtreet Communion ' have contended as Zealouſly for this 
compliauce as any, 

Now then, ſuppoſe that the conſcientious Q4kers to whom 1 
ſpeak, ſhou'd lay - no ſtreſs at all upon the, Swcceſio» of our 
Biſhops 5 and conſider our Conſtitution no otherwile than of an Eſta» 
blihment by agreement amongſt our. ſelves.z yet even oz by their: 
own Confeſſion, while they can find no faulc with our Dofrine or 
noſis they ought not to make a $chiſm in this Conſtitution,which 
they tound EF#abliſhed ; and they ought to return ro-it ; and it a 
new. Knot was caſt upon the broken Thread: of Succe{102,, at the 
Reformation from Popery, that Xnot ought not tobe un-loſed, withe, 
out apparent and abſ{olure Necegity.; leſt if we caſt new Knots eve. 
ry Day, we ſhall have no Thread left #n-knottea ; and'expole our 
ſelves to the Derifion of the common Adverſary. 

XI, Confider the grievous Sin of Schiſm and Diviſion, it is ro 
leſs than the Rending of Chris Body ; and therefore great Things 
ought to be born, rather than run into rt even ell things, except 
only that which is apparently (infwl, and-that, by: the, Expreſs words 
of Scripture; and not from our'own Imaginations, - tho* never ſo 
ſtrong. And tho? ther are ſome Imperſections in our Reformation, 
as to Diſcipline, and all the High Places are not yet taken away 
(the Lord, of His Mercy, quickly remove them) yet I will be bold 
toſay, that in our DoFrine, Worſhip, and Hierarchy, nothing can 
be objected that 1s contrary to the Rule of Holy Scripture, or any 
thing Enjuynd, which is There Forbid. to be done: And nothing 
leſs can warrant any Schiſm againſt our Charch. | 

X!I. Now, to come. to a Concluſion, upon the whole matter. 
If you cannot get Bpriſms as you wou'd have it, take it as you can 
get it. If you cannot hind Men of-ſuch Perſonal Excellencies as the . 
Apoſiles, take thole who have the ſame Commiſſion which they had, 
deriv'd down tv them by regular Ordination ; who Reform d from 
Popery, and have been the E/txbliſbed Church of this Nation, ever 
fiace: And moreover are as un-exceptinnable, in their Lives and 
Converſations, as any others. Thele are ail the ſeeurities ,you can 
have (without new Mracles) for Receiving the Sacraments from 
Proper hands. And therefore ther is no doubt but God will _— 
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( 34 ) 
of your Obedience 10 Receiving them from ſuch hands 3: much ra- 
ther than your Diſobedience of His-Command to be Baptized, be- 
cxufe - you are not pleas'd with thoſe whom His Providence 
has, at this Day, left in the Execution of His Commiſſion to 
Baptize , as if the weakneſs of His Miniſter cou'd obſtrut the Ope-- 
rations of His Spirit, in making good His part of the Covenant, 
which He has promiled; 

X1IIT. Ther is an ObjeRion againſt Bepriſmm, which is not worth 
an Anſwer; but that'I wowd' condefcend tothe meaneſt, and 
leave nothing behind which might be a ſtumbling block to any. 

I have heard it urg'd, that ther is no viſible Effe&s ſeen by our: 
Baptiſms; that Men remain wicked and /voſe notwithſtanding ; and 
therefore fome do conclude that ther is no vertue 1n Baptiſm, 

Anſw, To make this Argument of any force, it muſt be prov*d 
that zone do receive any Benefit by it.. For, if ſowedo receive Be- 
nefit by it, and hers do not,-this muſt be charg'd upon the D4/- 
poſition of the Recipient 3, according to the known Rule, that what- 
ſoever is receivd, is receiv'd according to the diſpoſition of the Recei- 
ver.. Thus the ſame Meat is turn'd into good: Nonriſoment in an 
healthy, and into noxious Humors in a vitiated Stomach. Sinn 
Magus receiv'd no Beneiit by his Baptiſm and after the Sop the 
Devil entred into Judas, yet the other ApoſiHes receiv'd great Benefit 

| by it : To ſome it is the ſavour of Life,even the Com- 
F _ i6-  munion of Chris Body and Blood, to others of Con- 

m_ demnation, who diſcern not the Lora*s Body in it, bur 
receive it as a common thing: Therefore we are commanded to- 
examine our ſelves, to prepare our Hearts for the worthy Re- 
cetving of it. | 

But. ſome ſay; as the Fews to Chrit, ſhew 5 a ſign : They wou'd 
have ſome Miraculous Effects, immediately to appear.. Thele are 
Ignorant of the Operations of the $p#rit 3 and to theſe 1 ſay, in the 
words of Chriſt, Joh. iii. 8. The wind bloweth where it liſteth, and 
thou heareſt the ſound thereof, but canſt not tell whence it cometh or 
whither it geeth; ſo is everyone that i bory of the Spirit. It works 
ſilently, but powerfully; and its Progreſs, like the growing of our 
Bodies, is not all at onee, but by Degrees 3 whoſe motion is Imper- 
ceptible to humane Eyes. ; 

The true uſe that is to be made of this 0bjeiox, that ſo few 
(and yet they are not few who) receive the Ineſtimable Benefits 
whichare convey'd in the Sacrements of Chriſt's Inſtitution, is this, 
| To 
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To take the greater Care, and the more Earneſtly to beg the Al- 
(iſtance of God's Grece, to fit and prepare us, for the worthy Receiv- 
ing of them3 but by nomeans to-negle&t them : For thoſe who 
refu[ed to-come to the Swpper were Rejected, as well as he who 
came without a Wedding Garment, 
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| HE ſtreſs of this D-ſcourſe being Founded upon Epiſcepacy 

| and long Quotations being improper 1n ſo ſhort a method of 
Argumeat as I have taken, to lupply that Defet, and, at the 
ſame time, to make it eaſter to the Reader, I have added, by 
way of Supplement, a ſhort Index or Colleftion of Authorities, in 
the firſt 450 Years after Chriſt, for Epiſcopacy, with reſpe& to the 
Presbyterian Pretences, of making a Buſbop all one with a Presby- 
ter, at leaſt with: one of their Moderators : And, in the next place, 
I have ſhewn the ſenſe of the Reformation, as to Epiſcopacy. Take 
them as follows. 


——_———_ 


Some Authorities for Epiſcopacy, as diſtin&t from and Su- 
perior to Presbytery, taken out of the Fathers and Coun- 
cils, in the firſs Four Hundred and Fifty Tears after Chriſt. 


Auno Domini 70. St. Clement Biſhop'of Rome,and Martyr, of whom 
mention is made Ph//. tv. 3. 10 his 1ft. Epi. to the Corinthians, 
N. 42. p. 89, of the Edition at Oxford, 1677. 


The Apoſtles having Preached Kamz ywexs & C mes rngvoonr 
the Goſpel, thro' Regions and m&,xa Firma mW; *Azmpes airy, 
Cities, did Conftitute the firſt Foruuznules mf wraucen, cs 
Fruits of them, having provid *Emorires; x Aiwygruy Þ mar- 
them by the Spirit, to be Biſhops Mirru minvew, ugj 27g & ngwe;, 
and Deacons of thoſe who ſhou'd & 9 3) mnav peirur eypao 

F 2 believe ; 


believe and'this, not as anew | 
thing, for many Ages. before. it- 
Wis written concerning B-ſþops 
and De:cons; for, thus (aith the 
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arg oh Scripture, in a certain-place, / willconſtirute their Biſhops 
m_ Righteouſneſs, aud their Deacons in Faith, 


What wonder is it then, that 
thole who were Intruſted by 
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God, in Chriſt, with this Com- #%, x2zrznf Te amends; 5 


miſſin, fho4u'd Conſtitute thoſe before kpokerol ? 


ibid, n. 44. And the Ap»/iles 
knew by the Lord Teſs Chriit, . 
that Conteſts would ariſe <con-' 
cerning the Epj/topa/ Name {or” 
Orget ) ant for this Ciu, tha- 
ving perfet fore knowledge fof 
thele things) they ' did  Ordain 
thoſe whom We have mention'd 
before ; #n1 moreover; did Eſta-' 
de orion. hat other 
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ayprove&Mea ſhou'dfucceed thoſe who Dy'd, in their Office and 


Miniftr\', 

Therefore thoſe that were 
Conſtituted by Them, or after- 
wards, by other approved. Men, 
with the Conſent. of all the 
Church, and have Adminiſtred * 
ro the Hock of Chriit unblama- 
bly, with Humility and Quiet- 
g's, .yv/jchout all ain of feth. or 
navghianels;, and have carry'd:. 
a good' Report, of a.lopg.time,, 
from all Men, I think cannot, 
wichout great Injuſtice,be turn'd 
out.of cheir. Office: _ For,,1t will 
be no {mall fin to us, it we thruſt 
thoſe from heir, Biſhopricks 
who. haves Holily and without 
Blame offer'd our Gifts (and Prat» 
ers to God.) Bleſled are tho'e 
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8, 
Prieſts who are happily 'Dead,tor 
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they are not afraid-of being.,E- Airy Hee6.6 04 del arts 2u795 
jected out of the Places in which TmwuyÞi;' AeiToppane, 


tbey are Conſtitutea. 


For, I underſtand that you have Depriv'd 


ſome, from their Miniſtry, -who behaved themſelves ——— 


able amongſt yov. -. - 

Par. 40. To the | High-Prieit 
his proper Offices were appuin- 
tcd; the Triefts had their pro- 
per Ordcr, and the. Levizes their 
peculiar Services, or Deacor- 
[hips ,,and the Lay-men, what 
Was proper [or Lay-men, 
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_..;This, as before: ſhewn, St, C/ceent 2p|ly'd-tothe Diftriburion 
of Orders in the Chriſtian Church, Biſbops, Prieſts, and Deaconc, 
. Aodthe Offze of the Levizes, is here call'd by the Woerd Aiarerity 


4. e, the Nice of Deacons, 
AD71 . Ot. tanatius,a Gk,rious 

MAXI { Chr iſt, wasCCc nitity! cd, 

by the Apoſtles, Biſvep of . Aatz- 
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och, and did thereby thic.k that he iucceeded them (as all othee 


Biſhops 60) in their full Apoſtolical Office, 


Thence he falutes the 


Church. ofthe Txall ans, in the Fuizcſs of the Apoſtolical Chirafer . 


and in his Epiſtle he ſays.tothem; 


Be 'ubje 0 your Bnhop :s to 
the Lud: 

And to the Preebyters, as to 
the 4; oftle's of Chriſt-+--i L kewi! e 
the Deacons allo, being :ni{fers 
of the Myſteries of chriſt, ought 
to p'cale in all things--- W ithour 
thele ther: 1s Ro Cha: ch o\rhe E- 
I«C&t-He is wyhout,who dces any 
thingy ithout the Bybop,and Pre S+ 
{yiers, and Deacons , and {ich an 
one is Netkcd urhts Conkcic: iGe. 

In his Epijt..to the Magnelians, 
he tells them, That they ought 
not to deſpiſe their B:jbep for his 
youth, but to pay him-atl,mapner 
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of Reverence, according to the 
Commandment of God the Fa- 
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ther. And as I know that your Holy Pregbyters do —— 


Therefore as Chriſt did nothing 
without the Farher,ſo neither do 
ye, whether Presbyter, Deacon, 
or Laigk, any thing without the 
Biſhop. 

Some indeed call him Biſhop ; 
yet do all things without him , 
bur theſe ſeem not to me to have 
a good Conſcience, but rather to 
be Hypocrites and Scorners, 

I Exhort you todo all things 1n 
the ſame mind of God, the Bzſhop 
Preſiding in the Place of Godzand 
the Presbyters in room of the Col- 
lege of the Apoſtles ,and the Dea» 

cos, moſt beloved to me, who 


areintruſted with the Miniſtry of 


Teſs Chriſt, 
He direfFs his Epiſtle to the 
Church at Philadelphia, - to thoſe 
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who were in Unity with their Biſhop and Presbyters and Deacons. 


And ſays tothem,in his Epiſtle, 
That as many as are ofChrift,theſe 


are with the Ziſhop ; and thoſe 
who ſhall Repent, and Return to 
the Unity of the Chnrch, being 


made worthy of Feſws Chriſt,thall 
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partake of Eternal Salvation in the Kingdom of chyif.' | 


** My Brethren, be not deceived, 
ifany ſhall follow himthat makes 
a Schiſm, he ſhall.nor Inherit the 
Kingdom of Gad.. 

I Exhort you to partake of the 
one Ewchariſt;for ther is one Body 
of the Lord Fe{w,and one Blood of 
His, which was ſhed for us , and 


one: 'Cap—and one Alter, other 
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is-one Biſhop, with his R__ 
ry,. and the Deacons, my Fellow 
Servants, 

Give heed tothe Brſhop,and to 
the Presbytery, and to the Dea- 
cons---Without the Biſh-p do no- 
thing. 

1n his Epiſtle to the Smyrneans, 
he ſays, Flee Diviſions 48 the be- 
ginning of Evils. All of them 
tollow their Biſhops, as Feſus 
Chriſt the Father, and the Pres- 
byters, as the Apoſtles, and Reve- 
rence the Deacons as the Inſtitu- 
tion of Gid. Let nomando any 
thing of what appertains to the 
Church,without the Biſhop, . Let 
that Sacrament be judg'd Effeftu- 
al and Firm, which is Diſpenced 
by the3;ſþ-p,or him towhom the 
Biſhop has Commited it. Where- 
ever the Biſhop 1s, there let the 
People be ; as where Chriſt is, 
there the Heaven/yHoſt is gather-. 
ed together. Itis not lawful, with- 
aut the Biſhop, either to Baptize, 
or celebrate the Offices: But what 
He approves of, according to the 
good Pleaſure of God,that is firm 
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and ſafe, and ſo we do every thing ſecurely. | 
I falute your moſt worthy Biſhop, your venerable Presbytery, and: 


the Deacons my Fellow Servants. 


In hi Epiſtle to $t. Policarp, Biſhop-of Smyrna, azd Martyr, why, 
together with him[elf, was Diſciple to $t. John the Apoſtle, and Evan- 


geliſt, He gives theſe Direftions, 
If any can remain inChaſtity,to 
the glory of the Body of theLord, 
let him remain withoutBoaſting, 
if he Boaſt, he Periſhes ; and if he 
pretends to know more than the 


Ei: mi © ua?) & ey, pMAve, 
eis mule) Pops T6 Kug je, 3 @- 
au WTR jets fav au monly, 
amwAily* xal tav YYwo2H TAlw TE 
EmxioxgTw, tpoup), 
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B ſh'p hs 1s corrupted .lt is thedu- 
ty both of Men and Women that 
Marry, to be joyn'd-together by 
the Approbation of the Bþ, that 
the Muriage may. be in theLord,' 
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Tu oh b 
and not according to'our ownLults, Let all things be done to the 


Glory of God. 

Give heed to your Biſhop, that 
God may Harken unto you : My 
Soul for theirs, who ſubject them- 
ſelves 'under the Obedience of 
their Brſhop, Presbyters, and Dea- 
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cons, and let me take my -L6t with them-1in rhe Lord, 


And he ſays to Bithop Potr- 
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carp, Let ,0thing be done without thy ſentence and approbation, 
AD,180, St. Jrenens. Bilhop of Lyons, 1n France, who was Diſci- 
j-le of St, Polycarp 3 he flourith'dabout the year of Chri/t 180. 


We can reckon thoſe Biſhops, 
- who have been Conſtituted by 
the 4po,!es,.- and their $ucceſ-\ 
ſors all-che way: to our times. 
Andit the Apoſtles knew Hhid- 
ch Myſteries, they wou'dcer- 
tainly deliver them chiefly to 
thale, to whom they commit» 
igd. the Churches themſelves 3 
and.whom they: left their -cown 
Succefſors, and1n the ſame Place 
of Government as themſelves. 
.-.-We have'the Sacceſſivns of 
the Biſhops, to whom the Apo- 
ſtolick Church in every place 
was committed. Allthele (He- 
ret:c&s) are much later than the 
Biſhops, to whom the Apoſties 

The true Knowledge 1s the 
DoArin of the Avrodſtles, - and 
the Ancient State of the Church, 
TWough the whole Wor'd, 
and the Character of the Body 


Agvers, Hereles, 4, 3.c, 3. 
Hake mius munerare qui ah Apo- 
ſtolis tnſtituti_ ſunt Epiſcopi in Ec- 
cleſtis, '& ſucceſſores eorum u[que 
ad 10s; Et. Recondita myſleria Sc- 
i/ſent  Apoitoli, wel his maxime 
traderent ea, quibus etiam ipſas 
Eccleſias rommittebant ; quos Ov 
ſucceſſores relinquebant, ſuum ip'0« 
ru9 locum Magiſterii tradentes. 
I1b. 4: C; 63. . Hibemus ſucteſſiones 
Epiſcoporum quibus Apoſtolicam que 
in unoquoque loco eſt Eccleſiam tr a- 
arderynt. 1.5. C. 20. Omnes enim 
it (Heretici) valde Poſteriores ſunt, 
quam Epiſcopi, quibus Apoitoli tra- 
ataerunt Eceleſtas. 
did deliver the 'Cliyrches. 

L.4.C. 6. Agnitio vera eft, A- 
prffolorum Dottrina, & Antiquus 
Eceleſie Fats, . in univer ſo Mun- 
do, Charafter C orports Chriſti [e- 
cunanm [ucceſſiones Epi erporum, 
of 


—— ——_— 


of Chriſt, according to the Suc- 
ceſlion of the Biſhops, to whom 
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quibas illi eam que in unequog; 
: co eft Eccleſitm tradiaerunt, que 


they committed the Church pervenir u/que ad nos, 
that is in every Place ; and which has Deſcended even unto us. 
Tertullizn, A.D. 203. of the Preicription of Hereticks. 


c. 32, Let them produce the 
Original of their Churches , let 
them ſhew the Order of their Bi- 
ſhops, that by their Succeſſion, 
deduc'd from the beginning, we 
may ſee whether their firlt Bt- 
ſhop had any of the Apoſtles or 
Apoſtolical Men, who did like. 
wile perſevere with the Apoſtles, 
for his Founder and Predecellor. 
For, thus the Apoſtolical Chur- 
ches do derive their Succeſſion : 
As the Church of Smyrna from 
Polycarp, whom Fohn (the Apo- 
ſtle) placed there : The Church 
of Rome from Clement, who was, 
inlike manner, ordain'd by Pe- 
ter:: And fo the other Churches 
can produce thoſe Conſtitured in 
their Biſhopricks by the Apoſiles. 

c. 36. Reckon over the Apo- 
ſtolical Churches, where the ve- 
ry Chairs of the Apoſtles do yet 
'Prefide in their own Places. Ar 
Corinth, Philippi, Epheſus, The|- 
ſalonica, &C. 

Of Baptiſm, «. 17. 

The - Hizh-Prieſt, who 1s the 
Biſhop, has the Power of conter- 
ring Baptiſm ; and under him 
the Presbyters and Deacons, but 


Eaant ergo Orinines Eccleſia. 
rum ſuaiums, evolvart ordinens 
Epiſcoporum ſurim, ita ut per 
ſucceſſiones ab initio decurrentem, 
ut primmns ille Eliſcopus aliquem 
ex Apoſiolis, wel Apoſtolic Vis 
71, qui tamen cum Apojtolis per- 
ſeveraterit', habuerit Auftorem 
&* Anteceſſorem, Hh enim mo« 
ao Eccleſie Apoſtelice cenſus ſues 
aeferunt : ſicut SMyrneorum Ec- 
cleſia Polycarpum ab Johaune 
conl.catune refert ; ficut Roma- 
norum, Clementem, 2 Petro 
ordinatum itidem, Perinae utique 
& Cetere exhilent quos ab Apo- 
ſtolis in Epiſcopatum Conſlitutes 
Apoſtolici ſemiris traduces ha- 

eant. 


Percurre Eccieſizs Apoſtolic as, 
apua quas ipſe adbic Catheare 
Apoſtolorim ([wuis locks Prafident, 
Corinthi, Philippi > Epheliisg 
Theſlalonica, g&&c. 


Dardi ( Baptiſnmm ) js habet 
ſummus ſ[aceraps , qut et Epiſ- 
Copus, aehizc Presbyteri & 
Deaconti, ox tamen fine Epil< 
copi Authoritate, 


not without the Authority of the Bybop. 


Origen, Names the di- 


ſtiat Orders of Biſhop, Presby- 


A.D.220, Origenis Comment.in 


M att. Rothomaginbss.Gr. Latp.255 
ter, 


A.D. 240. 


wo 


ter, and Deacon, Such a Bi- 
ſh p ( ſays he, ſpeaking of ove who 
fjouzht vain Glory, &c.) doth not 
delire a good Work-—and the 
fame is ro be (aid of Presbyters 
and Deacons-—-The Biſhops and 
Presbyters who have the Chict 
Place among rhe People.-----The 
Biſhop is called Prince inthe Chur- 
ches: And {peaking of the Irre- 
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ligious Clergy, he directs it ro them, whether Biſhops, Precbyreys, 


OT Deacons. 


JA Cyprian Archbiſhop of Carthage, A. D. 240. 


Our Lord, whoſe Commands 
we ought toReverence andObey, 
being about to Conſtirute the Z- 
piſcepal Honour, and the Frame 
of His Church, faid to Peter, 
Thou art Peter,8:c, From thence 
the Order of Biſhops and Con- 
ſtitution of the Church does del- 
cend, by the line of Succeſlion, 
thro” allTimes and Ages;thatche 
Church ſhou'd be built upon the 
Biſhops ---- It 1s Eftabliſh'd by the 
Divine Law, that every Ad of 


Edit. Oxon. E pijf, XXXUT. Lapſis. 

Dominus noſtcr, cujus Precepta 
metuere@vobſervare debemus, Epiſ- 
copi honorem Gp Eccleſie ſue Ratio 
nem aiſponensjnEvanzelio loquituy 
&> aicit Petro, Ego dico tib: quia 
tu esPetrug gc. Jnde per temporum 
&+ ſucceſſionum vicesEpiſcoprumOr- 
drnatio &* Eccleſie Ratio decurrit, 
wt Eccleſia ſuperEpiſcopos Conſflitua- 
tur-----Divins Lege fupaatum eſt, 
ut omnis attus Eccleſie per Epiſ- 
copum Gubernetar. 


the Church ſhou'd be Govern'd by the Biſhop. 


To Cornelius,then Biſhop of Rome. 
« We ought chiefly (my Bro- 
ther) to Endeavour to : keep 


ar Unity which was Enjoyn'd 


by our Lord and His Apoſtles to 
us their Succeflors, to be caref{ul- 
ly oblerv'd by us. 

The Deacos ought to remem- 
ber that it was the Lord who 
choſe the Apples, that is, the 
Biſhops. 


Chriſt ſaid to the Apoſtles, 


and by that, to all Biſhops or Go- 


Ep. XLF. Cor nels. 
Hoc enim vel 1naxime, Frater, 
&* laboramms &* laborare debemus , 
ut Unitatem a Domino, &+ per A- 
poſtolos nobis m_—_ tradi- 
tam, quantum poſſumus obtinere 
CU7EMUS, 
Ep. 111. Rogatiano, 
AMeminiſſe autem Diaconi des 
bent quoniam Apoſtolos, id eff 
Epiſcopos Dominus Elegit. 
Ep, LXVI. Florentio, 
Dixit Chriſtus ad Apoſiolos, ac 
VErmors 


errors of His Church, who ſuc- 
ceed the Apoſtles, by vicarious 
Ordination, and are in their 
ſtead, He that heareth you, hear- 
eth me. 

For from hence do Schiims 
.and Hereſies ariſe, and have ari- 
ſen, while the Biſhop, who is 
One, and Governour of the 
Church, by a proud Prelumptt- 
onis Delpts'd; and that Man who 
is Honour'd as Worthy by God, 
1s accounted unworthy by Man, 

Nor are Hereſies ſprung up, 
orSchiſms arifen from any other 
Fountain than from hence, that 
Obedience is not paid to the 
Prieft of God 3 and that ther 1s 
not one Prieſt at a time in the 
Church, and one Judge for the 
time in the Place of Chriſt. To 
whom if the whole Fraternity 
did obey, according to the Di- 
vine Oeconomy, none wou'd 
dare to move any thing againſt 
the Sacerdotel Colledge-- --It 15 ne- 
ceſſary that the Biſhops ſhou'd ex- 
ert their Authority with full Vi- 
gor---But if it is ſo, that we are 
afraid of the Boldneſs of the 
mott Profligat z and that which 
thefe wicked Men cannot com- 
pals by the Methods of Truth 
and Equity, it they can accom- 
pliſh by their Raſhneſs and Del- 
pair, then is ther an end of the 
Epiſcopal Authority, and of their 
Sublime and Divine Power in 


Governing of the Church, Nor 
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per hoc, ad omnes Prepoſitos, qui 

Apoſtolis vicaris ordiuatione ſucces 

_ Qui vos audit, me au- 
| f — 


Ibid. 

Inae enim Schilſmata & Here 
ſes orte oriuntur, anm Epiſco- 
pas qui uns ef EN Excleſie Preeſt, 
ſuperba Preſumptione contemni- 
tur, & homo dignatione Dei ho- 
noratus, Indignis hominibus.judt- 
cathy, 

Ep. LIX. Cornelio. 

Neque enim aliunde Hereſes 
oborte ſunt, aut nata ſunt [chiſ- 
mata, quam inde quod Sacerdoti 
Dei non obtemperatur 5 nec unus 
in Eccleſia ad tempus Sacerdos, 
& aa tempus Judex vice Chri- 
{tt copitatur : Cui fs. ſecundum 
Magiſteria Divina obtemperaret 
Fraternitas wniverſs, nemo ad- 
verſus facerdotum Collegiunr 
quicquam MoVeret ——— Vigore 
þleno Epitcopos egere oportet — 
guoa fl its yes eff ut Nequiſ/imo- 
rum timeatur Andicia, * quod 
Malt were atque equitate nou 
poſſunt, Temeritate &* Deſpera- 
tone perficiant  attum e# ae 
Epiſcopatus wzzore, &* de Ec- 
cleſie guvernande [u'liints ac Di- 
Vina Poteſtate: Nec Chriſtiant 
ultra ant durare aut eſſe jam po/- 

ſurnus, fi ad hos ventun et, ut 
Perditorum Minas atque Inſidias 
pertime camius — 


Can 
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cait we remun Chriſtians any longer, if itis come to this, that 
we thou'd be afraid of the Threats, and Snares of the wicked--- 


--- The Adverſary of Chriſt, 
and Enemy of His Church, for 
this end {ſtrikes at the Biſhop or 
Ruler of the Church, with all his 
Malice, that the Governor being 
taken away, he might Ravage 
the inorce Violeatly and Cruelly 


===» Chriſti Adverſarius > Etx 
cleſig ejus Inimicus, ad hog Ec» 
cleſie Prepolitum ſuz Infeſtatio» 
ne perſequitur, ut Gubernatore 
{ublato, atrocius «tque violentins 
circa Eccleſie Naufragia graſſe- 
EY, - => 


upon the Ship-wreck of the Church--- 


Is Honour then given to God, 
when the Divine Majeſty and 
Cenfare is ſo Delpiſed, that 
theſe. Sacrilegious Perſons lay ; 
do not tizink of the Wrath of 
God, be not afraid of His Judg- 
ment, do not knock at the Door 
of the Church ; but without a- 
ny Repentance, or Confeſfton of 
the:r Crime, Delpiling the Au- 
thority of their Biſhops, and tram 
pling it under their feet, a Falle 


Honor ergo datur Dev, quate 
do fic Det. Majeſtzs & Cenſara 
Contemniftur ----= ut proponatur 4 
Sacrilegis atque dicatur 3 ne I- 
ta coottetur Det, me timeatity 
Tudicium Domini, ne pulſetur 
ad Eccleſiam Chriſti, ſed ſubli- 
ta Penitentia, nec ulla Exomolt- 
geſi Criminis fatta, Deſpeitts E- 
pilcopis atque Calcatis, Pax & 
Presbyteris verbs fallacibus Þ; 6+ 
aicetuy ? 


Peace is Preach'd to be had from the Presbyters (Scilicet) in their ta- 
king upon them to Admit thole that were Fallez into Communion, 
or the Peace of the Church, without the Allowance of the Biſhop. 


They imitate the coming of 
Anti-Chriſt now approaching, 


Palerian (the Emperor; wrote 
to the Senate, that the Bfþps, 
and the Pres-yters, and the Dea- 
cons ſhou'd be proſecuted. 


The Power of Remitting Sins, 
was given to the A4pojties, and 


to the. Biſbops, who have [ucceed- 
ed them by a vicarious Ordina- 


£100. 


ibid, 
Antichriſti jam propinquantis ad- 
Ventum Imttantur. 
- Ep. L\ XX. Succeſfo. 
Reſcripſiſſe valerianum ad Senas 
tum, ut Epiſcopt, & Presbyteri, & 
Diacones in continenti animaduers 
Fantnr. 
- Firmillanus Cypriano, Ep. 
EXXYV. p. 225, 
Poteſtas ergo Peccatorum remit- 
tendirum Apotolis data eft-- ge E= 
piſcopis qui es Ordinatione vica- 
ria ſucceſſerunt, 


What 


What Danger ought we to 
fear from. the Diip.calure of 
God, when ſome Pres-/yters, 
neicher mindful of the Goſpel, 
nor of their owa Station 11 the 
Church, neither regarding the 
furure Judgment of God, nor the 
Biſhop who is iet over them, 
which was never done under 
our Predeceſlors, with the Con- 
tempt and Negiect of their B- 
(bop, do arrogate all unto theme 
ſeives? I cou'd bear with the 
| C—_— of our Ep:; 'copal Au- 
thority, but ther is now no room 
left for Dillembliog, &. 


Optatus Mile: inns B:ſhop of M:teve, or Mela in Numidia 


Africa, AD. 

"7 n his 2d. In AMP Parme- 
nian, The Church | has her (eve- 
ral Members, Bi[bops, Presbyters, 
Deacons,and th:Compaany of the 
Faithful, 

You found in the Church, 
Deacons, Pres'yters, Biſhops, you 
have made them Liy-mens ac- 


Ep. XVI. p. 35. Cyprianus Pres 
byteris & Diaconibus. 

Qu04 ext periculuns metuere 
nin acvemus de offenia Domini 3; 
FULLET, a:1qui ae Lres*yreris, nec 
Evangeiitnecl.eci ſu; menres,fed 
ve gue futiring Domin: Fudicium, 
neque jibt prepoſitum Epilcopum 
c: art intes, quzd mujiqUan Ot= 
nino ſub Amtcceſſortbus fattum 
eff, cum Contumelia & Contemp- 
tu Þr epoſti totum fibi vendicent * 
Contumeliam Epiſcopatus noſtrs 
difſumulare & ferre po un—— 
ſed atmuland: nuzc locus now 


eſt. 


I. 2. Contra Purmenianym, 

Certa Membra ina bhabet £6: 
cleſia, Epi cop 0s, PresD) eros, Die 
acounos, & turibam Fidelinm, 


1n: eniſtis Diaconos, Presbyte- 
ros, Eplicopos. feci/fzs Laicos; age 
10{cire 08S animas evertiſſe. 


knowledge that you have Subv ertcd Souls, 


St. Ambroſe Biſhop of Milan. 
A.D. 370. upon Evh. iv. Lt, 


Spe ting of the ſeveral Orders of | 


the Chirch. f< be gave ſome 
Apoſties,and lome Prop phets, and 
Evangeliſts, &c. Says, that by 
the Apoſtles thece were meant 
the Bivps3 by Prophets, the 
. Expounders of the Scriptures ; 
and by the Evangeliſts, the Dea- 
cous, But ſays that they all 
met in the B:ſhop z for that he 


was the. Chief Prieft, that 1s, 


Quoſdaps aedit Apoſſolos, quot 
dim | Dpnetas, Fc » Apoſt tots. , 
: piiCOpL ſunt: Fr pete Expla» 
Haroeres nt Seripturumnt 
gaDus-- -Ev AY geleſt 1)1aconi ſunt, 
ficut fuit Phu ipp us Nam 18 
Epilcopo omnes ordines ſunt, 
quia Princeps Saccrdos eſt, hve 
eſt, Princeps eſt Sacerdorum, & 


Propiheta, &* Evangeliſta, &- 


Cetera adimplenas o/fic '1 Eto 
cleſig in Miniſterio. Fideli= 
# the 


IN 


(fay's + 


A.D. 37t 


cet A- - 


vw D. 2 $0. 
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{ſays be) the Pri-ce of the Prie/#s,and both Prophet and Evangeliſt,to 


[LEP E___EMMMNCCC eNOS ——— 


ſupply all the Offices of the Church for the Miniſtry of the Fairhtul. 


And upon 1 Cor, Xil. 28, ſays 


that Chri# Conſtituted the 4po- ſuit—— 


Caput in Eccleſjs Apoltolos po- 
Ipſi junt Epilcopi. 


ſiles Head in the Church, and that thete are the Biſhops. 


And upon T7. 29. are all Apo- 
ftles? 1.e; all are not Apo/i/es. 


Verum eſt, quia in Eccleſia nxus 
Eviicopus e/f. 


This is true ( ſays he, ) becauſe i0 the Church ther is but one B+ 


ſhep. 
And becauſe all things are 
from one God the Father, there- 


QOuia ab no Deo Patre ſunt om- 
nia, ſingulos Epiſcopos, ingulis Ec- 


fore hath He appointed that one - c/eſtis Praveſſe Decrewit, 
Biſhop ſhou'd Preſfide over Each Church, 


In his Book of the Dizzity of 
the Prieſthood, c. 2. he [ays, That 
ther is nothing in this World to 
be found more Exce//ext than the 
Prie/?s, nothing more Sublime 
than the Biſhops, 


De Dignat. Sacerdot. c. 3. «# 
oftenderemus nih'l eſſe in hoc 
ſeculo Excellentins Sacerdotibus, 
nihil Sublimins Epilcopis repe- 
TIT be 


And ſpeaking of what was Incumbent upon the ſeveral Nrders 
of the Church, he docs plainly diſtinguith them : For, ſays he, in 


the {ame place 

God does require one thing 
from a Biſhop, another from a 
Presvyter,another from a Deacon, 
and another from a L 19-7247, 


Aliad eft enim quod ab Epiſcopo 
requirtt Dews & alind quod a Pres. 
bytero, & atzud quod a Deacon, 
& alind quod a Laico. 


St. Ferom, A.D. 380. In his Comment upon the Ep. to Titus, 


When it began to be {aid, 7 
am of Paul, 1 of Apollos, &c. and 
every one thought that thoſe 
whom he Baptized, belong'd to 
himlſeli,and got ro Chriſt; it was 
Decreed thro' The whole Earth, 
that one Choſen trom among 


Poſt quany unnſquiſque e0s qutos 
BaptiS1bat ſuvs putabat eſſe non 
Chriiti, IN TOTO ORBE De- 
cretum eſt, ut unus de Pregby. 
teris Eleftas ſupervoneretur Cete- 
ris, ut Schiſmation ſemina tolle- 
YEATNRY. 


the Presbyters ſhou'd be {et over the reft, that the Szeds of Schiſm 


might be taken away, 
[o his Epiſ?, to Evaorine. 


A Marco Evanzelſta ad He- 


From Aark the Evanzeliffto raclum #9; 14 ionyſium EPiſci- 
Heracls, and Dionyſares the B7- pos, Prestatert AgyPti ſemper "7 


{ 


ſhops,the Presbyters of Egypt have numex ſe Eleftum, in Cleſiori Grae 


al \W ays 
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always choſen out one from a- .. du collocatam Epiſcopum Nomina- 


mong themlelves, whom, hay- 
ing plac'd in an higher 
Biſhop. 

He that is Advanc'd, is Ad- 
vanc'd from lels to greater. 

The Greatnels ot Riches, or 
the Humility of Poverty does not 
make a Biſhop greater or lels, [ce- 
ing all of them are the Succeſſors 
of rhe A;oſtles, 

Thar we may know the Apo- 
ſtolical Oeconomy to be taken 
from the Pattern of the Old Te- 
ſtament, the ſame that Aaroz, 
and his Soxs, and the Levyes 
were in the Temple, the Biſhops 
Presbyters, and Deacons are 1n 
the Church of Chriſt. 

To Neptians. 

Be ſubje&t to your Biſhop or 
Chief-Prieſt; and receive him as 
the Father of your Soul. 

Againſt the Luciferians. 

The ſafety of the Ch.depends 
upon the Dignity of the Hzgh-: 
Prieſt, to whom unleſs a ſort of 
abſolute and eminent Power be 
given above all, ther will be as 
many Schiſms in the Church as 
ther are Prieſts. Thence it is, 
that without the Command of 
the Biſhop, neither a Presbyrer, 
nor a Deacon,have Power to Bap- 
tize-----And the Biſhop 15 to 1m- 
poſe his Hands upon thoſe who 
are Baptized by Presbzters orDea- 


bant. 


cgrce than the reſt, they called their 


Qui provehitur, 4 Minori ad Ma: 
Jus provehitur, 

Potentia Divitiarum & Panper - 
tatis Humil:tas, ſnblimiorum wel 
inferiorem Epilcopum op fact, 
Ceterurm OmnesApoltolorum Suc- 
ceſſores ſunt. 

Ut ſciamus Tradittiones Apoſtol:- 
Cas [umft.is de veteri Teſtumento ; 
Qued Aaron, & bilit ejas atg; 
Levitz iz Templo fucrunt, hoc 
/[1bi Epiſcopi , Presbyteri, < 
Deaconi, werdicent in Eccle- 


{ta, 


Ad Nepotianurn. . 
Eſto ſujeftus Pontilici tno , 5 
quaſi aninui Parentem ſuſcipe, 


Aater|. Luciferianos. 

Eccleſie ſalus in ſurmmi Sa- 
cerdotis Dignitate pendet, cui ni- 
t eXO0rS Quedam & ab emnibas 
Eminens aetuy Poteſtas, tot in Ec- 
cle('a efficientir Schiſmata quot 
Saceraotes.- Inde venit, ut ſize E- 
pticopi juſixe neque Presbyter 
uenite Diaconus jus habeant Bap- 
{12andi---« Ad eos qui per Presby- 
teros &* Diaconos Bapti&47i ſunt, 
Epilcopus ad 1procationem ſantti 
Sprritus manum Impeſiturus exe 
currat, 


cons, for the Invocation of the Holy Spirit. 


And Comforting Heliodorus, a 


Evitaphinm Nepotiani a Helio» - 


Biſhop, upon the Death of Vepo- dorum. Epiſcopum venerebatur--— 


I Jan 


tian his Presbyter and his Ne- 
phew, he Commends Nepot #4 1n 
that he Reverenc'd (345 Biſhop, He 
Honour'd Hel::dorns, 11 publick 


Upen the 60th. of 1ſz, He calls 


Church, 

Of the Eccleſiaſtical Writers. 
Concerning Fam: s. 

Fames, atter the Paſſion of our 


Apoſtles, ordained Bithop of Fe- 


-Epilt. 54- againſt Meoatani:. 
With us the Briſbops hold the 
Place of the 4poſiles. 


'The Root of the Chriſtian So- 
ciety is diflus'd throughout the 
World, in a ſure Propagation, 
by ihe Seats of the Apoſtles, and 
the Succcſlion, of the Biſhops, 
Queſt, weter. &* n0vi Teſt, N. 97. 

\Ther is none-but knows that 
our Saviour did Conftitute Bz- 
ſpops in the Churches ; tor be- 
fore He Aſcended 1nto Heaven, 
He laid His Hands upon the 4- 
poſtles and Ordained them B#- 
ſhops. 

1. 7.C.43- The Sentence of 
our Lord Jelus Chriit 1s clear, 
who ſent His Apoſtles, and gave 
to Them a/oze that Power which 
He had Received from His Fa- 


(48) 
In publico Epiſcopum, domi Pa: 
trem noVerat----Jnter Presbyteros 
4 Co-equales, prinmus in opere, 
as his Biſhop, at home as his Father, But among his Presbyter 
and Co-equals, he was the fir(t in his Vocation, Fc. 


Principes futuros Eccleſia Epil- 


the future Biſhops, Princes of the copos Nominavit, 


In ſcript, Ecclefiaſt. - De Ja- 
cobo. 
Jacobus peſk Paſſionem Domini 


Lord, was .immediatly, by the ſtatins ab Apoſtolis Hieroſolimorum 


Epiſcopus eſt ordinatus. 


ruſalem. The like he tells of the firſt Biſhops of other Places. 


Ep. 54, contra Montanum, 
Apna nos Apoltolorum locus 
Epilcopi #exent. 


A:D. 420. St. Auguſtine Biſhop of Hippo 1n Africa, A.D. 426. Epiſtle 42, 


Raaix Chriſtiane Societatis per 
ſedes Apoſtolorum &» Succeſſiones 
Epilcoporum certa per orbem Pro- 
pagatione difſunditur. 


Wemo ignorat Saluvatorem FE piſ- 
copos Ecclefits Inſtituiſſe;1pſe enim 
priuſzuam Celos Aſcenderet, [mPo- 
nens Manus Apoſtolis ordinavit 
eos Epilſcopos, Quod dixit Clarus 
a Muſcula iz Concilio Cartha T.Re- 
petit Auguſt. de Baptilmo contra 
Donatiit, 

Manifeſta eſt ſententis Domi- 
ni noftrz Jeſu Chriſti Apoſtoles 
ſuzs muttexutis, &* ipſis ſolts 
Poteſlatem a Patre ſbi tradi- 
tam permittentis, quibus nos 
ther 5 


(49) 
Father , to whom we have Suc- xos Succeſimus,eadem Peteſtate Ec- 
ceeded, Governing the Church coeſiarm Domini Gubernantes, 
of God by the ſame Power. 

Ep. 162, ſpeaking of the Bilhops being calPd Angels. Rev.2. he ſays, 

By the voice of God, the Go- + Divina voce ſub nomine Anges 
vernor of the Church is Praiſed, 1; Laudatur Prepoſitns Eccleſie. 
under the Name of an Anged. | 
Of the words of our Lora,Serm.24- De-verbu Domini, Serm. 24. 

If He ſaid ro the Apoſtles a- - $4 ſo/is Apoſtolis dixit, Qui vos 
lone, he that deſpifeth you,deſpiſeth ſpernit, me ipernit, ſpernite os : 
»1e, then deſpiſe us: Bur it thoſe $z'aurem Sermo Ejus pervenit ad 
words of His come down even pos, @&* vocavit nos, & int eorue 
unto us, and that He has Called /oco Conſtituit nos, videte ne [per- 
us, and Conſtituted us 1n their zatis nos, 

Place, ſee that you do not deſpiſe us, 
Againſt Fanſ{us. | Contra Fauſt, Lib. 33. cap. ult. 

We embrace the Holy Scrl-  Seripturam amplettimur que ab 
pture, which from the Timesof Jpſins Preſentie Chriſti temporibus, 
the Preſence of Chriſt himſelf, per Diſpenſationes Apoſtolorum, 5+ 
by the Diſpoſition of the Apo- ceterus ab eorum ſedibus Succeſ- 
ſles, and the Succeſſions of other ſcopes Epiſcoporum, uſque ad hec 
Biſhops from their Seats, even to Ffempora toro Orbe terrarum cu- 
theſe Times, has come down to fodita,commendate, clarificata per- 
us, ſafely kept, commended and went, 
honour'd through the whole Earth. 

Lib. 2., contra Literas Petiliani 
Againſt Petilian. C.51, 

What has the Chair of the Cath: dra quid tibs fecit Eccleſie 
Church of Rome done to thee, in Romans in qua Petrus ſedit,eh in 
which Peter ſat, and in which, gaahodie Anaſtaſius ſedet', aut Ec- 
at this day,: Anaſtaſius (its; or of |cleſie Hieroſolimitant in qua Ja- 
the Church of Feruſalem, in cobus ſedit, & in qua hodie Joan- 
which James did lit,and in which -nesſeder. [/id. contre Creſcon. 
Fohn does now hit. L..2.6 37-] 

| Againſt Julian. Coxtra Julianum, 7. 2, cap. ult. 

Irenzus, Cyprian, Reticins, qjrenens, Cyprianus, Reticins, 

Olympius, Hilary, Gregory, Ba» Olympius, Hilarius, Gregorids, 
H Il, 
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fil, John, Ambroſe— theſe were Baſilius, Foannes, Ambroſius, iſti 
Bijhops, Grave, Learned, &T, erant Epiſcopi, Dofti, Graves, 
QC. 1n Eccleſie Regimine Clari. 
Queſtions upon the Old Teſta- 
ment, Queit, 35. Queit.. ex vet.” Teſt. qu. 35. 

The King -bears the Image of Dei enim Imaginemhabet Rex; . 
God,as the Biſhop of Chriſt, There- ſicut &+ Epilcopus Chriſti, .Quam- 
fore while he is in that Station, di ergo #» ea traditione eft, Hono- 
he is to be Honour'd, if-not for. randas et, (i non propter ſe, vel - 
himſelf, yet for his Order. . propter Ordinem. . 

Let this ſuffice as to the Teſtimonies of particalar- Fathers of 
the Church, tho? many 'more may -be produc'd, - in that compaſs 
of time, to- which 1 have confin'd our prefent Inquiry, / And . 
now {that no Conviction might-be wanting) I will ſet down ſome: 
of the Cazoxs of the Conncils in thole times, tothe fame purpole , 
whereby it will appear, that Epiſcopacy, as diſtint#- from, and ſu- 
perior to Presbytery,” was not only the Judgment of the firſt Glo- 
rious' Saints and Martyrs of Chriſt ; but. the current Do&#rin, and 
Government of the: Church, both- Greek -and Z4iz, in: thoſe early 
Ages of Chriſtianity. $03 es | 

In the Caxoxs of the Apoſtles, the diſtinftion of. Biſhop, precbyter, 
and Deacon is ſo frequent, ' that it 15 almoſt 1n vain to give Citations. 
The 1/t. and 24: Can. ſhew the diflerence to beobſery'd in the 0r- 
aaining of them. | 

Let a Biſhop be Conſecrated by © *Emnxon©- XergoTgreialo and 


twoor three Biſhops. . - "E-mmximwv Ovo 1 Tear. 
- Let a Presbjter'and Deacon be mreoCurp, vat wit Emmele 
Ordained by one' B:ſhvp. . Ts 24 erve, C Ado. 


See. the ſame- Diſtintion of theſe Orders. Cay. 3:4, 5.6, 7,8, 
I7, 18. 25. 27,28, 29. 32. 33. 36: 42. 44,45. 51,52, 53. 63. 
68,69, 70. 83; Can.1y, 'ſhewsthe Juriſdiction of the Biſhops over 
the Presbyters and Deacons. ; | 

If any Presbyter or Deacon, or "Erms meeoCump©yn Aidxor@, 5 
any of the Clerica! Order, hall. ws T xglant 57% KAnorgov,dore 
leave his: own Pariſh, and go Acubos 7 avs riepoutzy, ic trips 
to another, without the Brſhop's amy; -ugy mivnAd; wire Tre 
leave,he ſhall officiate no longer, | Te/&5 & 2 nacomz cg yes-/ 
eſpecially if he obey not the Bi= wlo 5 Dimmu, T7 tehate- 
ſhop, when he exhorts him to ww priib Atrepy 4 & uae megr. 
Return, perkiſting in his Inſolence xaAsputre avi 75 Emoxcas wore, 

| and 


and diſorderly Behaviour, but he 
{hall be reduc'd there to Com- 
municate only as a Lay-man. 

. And Can.31.1t any Presbyter, 
deſpiling his own Bz/hop, ſhall 
gather Congregations apart,and 
eret another Altar, his B:ſhop 
not being Convict of Wicked- 
nels or lrreligion, let him be 
Depos'd as an Ambitious Per- 
ſon 5 for, heisa Tyrant: And 
likewiſe ſuch other Clergy or Lat- 
ty, who thall joynthemielves to 
him ſhall be Excommunicared, 
But, let this be after the firſt, 
the Biſhop. 

Can.39. Let the Presbyters and 
Deacons do nothing without the 
Conſent of the Bzſhop ; for it is 
He ro whom the People of the 
Lord are committed, and from 
whom an account of their Souls 
will be Requir'd. 

C4:.41., We Ordain the 3/- 
ſhop to have power of the Goods 
of the Church—-- And to Admi- 
niſter to thoſe who want, by the 
hands of the Presbyters and Dea- 
CONS, 

Can. 55. If any Clergy man 
ſhall Reproach his Bziſþop, let him 
be Depos'd : For, Thew ſhalt not 
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feat Evil of the Ruler of the People. 

Aiter the Canrws of the 4po{les, 1 prodice next a Great Conn- 
cil of 87 Bithops held at Carthage, in the Year of Chrif, 256, 
under St. Cyprian, Archbiſhop of that Plice, which is Publiſhzd 
in St. Cypriaz's Works before quoted, p. 229. where he tells us, 


T har belides the B:/hops, ther 
met there buth Presbyters and 


Deacons, and great Numbers of 


Epi'copt plurime cum Preoyte- 
ris & Diaconthns, Kc. 
the Latty, 


H 2 The 


— 


Cap. 18. and 19, 

Biſhops, Presbyters, and Dea- 
eons are Nani'd diſtin. And 
C. 32; Presbyters and Deacons are 
forbid to give the Communion 
to thoſe who had grievouſlly of-. 
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The Council of Eliberis in Spain, about the Year of Chriſt 305; 


Epiſcopt, Presbyteri, && Diacc- 
ni, &c, Non eft Presbyterorum, 
aut Diaconorum Communionem t4- 
libus preſtare debere, niſi eis juſſe- 
rit Epiſcopus.. 


fended, without the Command of the Biſhop. . 


Cc. 75. Of thoſe who thall fal- 
fly accule a Biſhop, Presbyter, or 
Deacon. 

C. 77. It is ordained that thoſe 
' who are Baptiz'd by a Deacon, 
without the Bi[hop or Presbyter, 
ſhall afterwards be Contirm'd by 
the Biſhop.. 


Si quis Epiſcopum, Presbytee 
rum, vel Diaconn' falſis Crimini- 
bus appetierit, &c. 

S1 quis Diacontus, fine Epiſcops 
vel Presbytero aliquos Baptiaaue- 
rit; Epiſcopus eos per Benedittio- 
nem perficere debebit, 


The Council of Arles in France, about the Year of Chriſt 30g, 
c. 18. Iris ordain'd that the Deacons (hou'd be ſubjeR to the Pres 


byjters: Andc. 19. 

That the Presbyters ſhou'd be 
ſubje& to their B-ſhop, and do 
nothing without his conſeat. 


Presbyteri ſine Conſcientia Epiſe- 
copt-nihil faciant, 


The Council of 4zcyra, A. D. 31s. 


Cc, 1-and 2, Having Prohibt- 
ted thoſe Presbyters and Deacons 
who had; in times of Perſecuti- 
on, Offer'd to Idols,. from the 
Execution of their Office, ſays, 
that notwithſtanding the B:ſhop 
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fees. their Repentanee ſincere 3 for. that this- Power is lodg'd in 


the Biſhop. 


The Council- of | Laodicea, A. D: 321; 


Car..41. That no Clergy-man 
ought to Travel, without the 
conient of his Biſhop, 

Can. 56: That the Presbyers 
ought not to gointotheChurch, 
_ and (itin-their Stales, till the Bz- 
ſhop come, and to gon with the 
Biſhop. 
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The Firſt and Great Council of Nice, A. D. 328, 


Can. 16, That if any Presby- 
ters of Deacons leave their own 
Churches, they ought not to be 
receiv'd into another Church : 
And that if any ſhall ordain ſuch 


' in hisCh. as belong to another, 


without the conſent of his pro- 
per Biſhp, let ſuch Ordination 
be void.. 
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The Council of Gangra 


Can, 6, If any have private 
Meetings out of the Church, 
without their Pres*7ter, let 'em 
be Anathematiz'd by the Sen- 
tence of the Buſhop, 

Can.7.If any will take or give of 
the Fruits offer'd to the Church, 
out of the Church, withour leave 
of the Biſhop, let him: be Ana- 
thema, - 
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The Council of A42;#ch, A. D. 34t. 


Can, 3. If any Prevbyter or 
Deacon, leaving his own Pariſh, 
ſhall go to others, and refuſe to 
return, when his- own Biſhop 
fhall \ummon him, let him be 
Depos'd. - 


Can. 4. If any: Biſhop being 
Depos'd by a Synod, or a Presby- 
ter or Deacon being Denos'd by 
his own proper Biſhop, thall pre- 
ſume to exerciſe his -Fun&ion, 
let no room be left them, eirher 
for Keſtauration or Apology, 

Can. 5.-If any Presbyter or 
Deacon, deſpiling his own B:ſhop, 
ſhall ſeparate himſelf from the 
Church, and gather -a Congre- 
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-g2tion of his own, and ſet up a 
diffeient Altar, and ſhall refule 
to lubmit himlclt ro his Biſhop, 
calling him the firſt and lecond 
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time, Itthim be abſolutely. Depos'd. 


Can, 12, If any Presbytey cr 
Deacon, being Depos'd by his 
own proper Biſhop, or a Biſhp 
by the Synod, dare Appcal to the 
Kine, lecing his Appeal lies t9 
a greater Synod of more Biſpops, 
where he is to expe&t the Exa- 
mination of his Caule, and to 
.reclerr the Decilion to them ; But 
.if, making light of- theſe, ' he 
trouble the X/-2 with it, ſuch 
an one 1s worthy of nov Pardon, 
nor ought to be admitted. to 
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makc any fort of Apology, or tO arg donxa[amotug ae579 ogy, 
have hopes of his being ever Reſtor'd any more. 

, Cap. 22. That a B:/hop ought 'E10:,my Wh nc Hd l:oCure- 
not to Ordaia Presbyters Or Dea- @gv 1 Aanaro e's nres £7 *Emo- 
cons in another ' Biſhop's Diocels, 46D \aexcÞss, mn ex uw? 
withour his leave. Ywuis T* Olea Þ Kwong 'Emo- 

X47, 
In the Council of Carih:ge, A. D. 348. 

'C:xi. The Cale is put where A tribus wicinis Epilcopis, (i 
a Deacon being accus'd, ſhall be D#iiconnseft arguaturs, {i Presby- 
Try*d by. three Neighbouring ter, a ſex, fi Epicopus 4 duedecing 
Biſhops, a Presbyter by ſix, and Conſacerdotibus anaictur, 

.a Biſhop by twelce, 

The {ſecond Occumenicil Counci! of Conſtantinople, A.D., 381. 

. Car. 6. Ranksthole with He —=Aipemugc 9 Aizouſe, T5 me may 
veticks, who, tho? they- profeſs © cxAnnac donxnouy JevTrs 
-the true Faich, yet” run into @29% 5 Ts{06 xx Tg; T Tiny hs 
'Schiſm, and gather Congregati- T9 v7 
ons apart from,. and 1n oppolitt= 2794.5 
on to our Canonics! Biſhops, 
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The Council of Carthage, A. i. 419, 
Car. 3. Mentians the three di- 
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ſtint Orders of Biſhop, Presbyter, *Emimronus, npioCuricss, ua} Aus 
and Deacon z and compares them x0a%5, ws Tpinry Sous  Eni7zgras, 
to the High-Prieſt, Prieſts, and C "Izpiin O13, Co AG/ro5, 

Levites, 

In the ſame manner they are as diſtin&tly mention'd, 

Can, 4. Biſhop, Presbyter and Emin ©, nio<uruGy v2) 
Deacon, and their Powers di- Amro 3. 
ſtint, For, 

Can. 6. 1t is declar'd not to be lawful for Pre:byters to Coxſe- 
crate Churches, or Reconctle Pen/tents, but if any be in great Dan- 
ger, and deſirous to be Reconcil'd in the ablence of the Biſhop, 

The Prestyter ought to con- = Ofeiu cixgrus 6 nperitreG. 
ſult the Byſhop, and receive his tep7joa 73 'Enixomoy, 

Orders in tt, as 1s declar'd in the 7. Car. 

Can, 10, If any Presbyrer, be- E'zy Ti N.cooury. 47 Te 1 
ing puffd up with Pride, ſhall *Ezwygzs proud; a lnus mation, 
make a Schiſ-z againſt his own *Ava Swe to, 
proper Biſhop, let him be: Azathema.. - 

Can. 11. Gives leave to a Presbyter, who is Condemn'd by his 
Biſhop, to Appeal to: the Neighbouring B:ſb»ps;, bur if, without 
this, he flies off; and makes a $ch;{» trom his Biſbop, it confirms 
the Anathema upon him. 

Can. 12, Orders what 1s before Recited out of Cax. xi. of the 
Council of Carthage. 

That a Biſhop who 1s Accus'd "Emin. van 3onfme Emc- 
ſhall be try'd by twelve Biſhops, ygruwr ax, x4-0 npofuree@. 
if more may not be had 3 a Pres. v2} *Emoygawixa} T8 i9;s,0 Auzs + 
byter by fix Biſhops,with his own «1G. van 7T6ar. + 
Biſhop ; and a Deacon by three. 

Can. 14. Orders that in Trip«l;, becguie of the ſmaller num- 
ber of Biſhops in thoſe Parts; a 'O nptofurie&. cx vane mile 
Presbyter ſhall be judg'd by ax) Emminur, #2} Amxor@s 
Five Biſhops, and a- Deacon by vrg. 7c:1@v, Y Os aud *Emoximv 
Three, lis own -proper: Biſhop meargHhuÞs. 

Preſiding. 

Can, 45. That a Presbyter n{to/ureegs ag youlw 5 
ſhall not Reconcile a Penitent, *Emox{rw mi xg Adore wen 
without the knowledge of the Tzvoaiyme* & prey v2] ing euvi- 
Biſhop; unleſs upon neceſlity, %o5 75 2awvans Emmy, 
in the abſence of the Biſhop. | 
Can. 


Can, 59, That one Biſhop 
may ordain many Presbyiers ; 
bur that it was hard to find a 
Presbyter who was fit to be made 
a Biſhop. 

Can. 65. That a Clergy man, 
being Condemned by the Bi- 
ſhops, cannot be deliver'd by that 
Church to which he did belong, 
cr by any Man whatſoever, 

Can. 126. hat Presbyters and 
Deacons may Appeal from their 
ow!fi Biſhop to the Neighbouring 
Biſhops,chofen by conlent of their 
own Biſhop, and from them to 
the Primate or Provincial Syned , 
but not to any Tran5-marine Or 
Forraign Juriſdiction, under 
pain of Excommunication. 
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"The Council of Chalcedon, being the Fourth General Councl 


A. D. 451. | 

Can. 9. If any Clergy-man have 
a -Cauſe of complaint againſt 
another C/ergy-man , let him 
not leave his own proper B#- 
(hop, and have Recourle to the 
Secular Courts--- Whoever does 
otherwiſe ſhall be put under the 
Canonical Cenſures, 

Can. 13. That a Forreipn 
Clergy-man, and not known.ſhall 
not officiate in another. City, 
without Commendatory Letters 
from his own Biſhop, 
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Can. 18, If any of the Clergy Ei Tis rolvuy Kingn:) j Mor 
ſhall be found Conſpiring, or egos weeIdw 1 (wowropfua 1 
Joyning in Fraternities, or Con- $ca pz ore, x2TzTKdUz; TYrevo® 
triving any thing againſt the Bi- 7% Gow wa; » oryzAngarcis, 
ſhops, they ſhall fall from their camwliras my) 75 onets B2l us. 
own Degree. 

Cay. 29, To reduce a Biſhop 'Em{Tx2700 65 ncerovTtcs. Bude 
to the Degree of a Presbyter, 15 wy Piper TeprovAle Faw, 
Sacrilege. | 

Theſe Authorities are fo plain and full as to prevent any Ap- 
plication, or Multiplying of further Quotations, which might 
ealily be done: For, if theſe can be anſwer'd, ſo may all that 
can poflibly be produc'd, or framed in words. 

And ther is no Remedy left to the Presbyterians, and other 
Diſſenters from Epiſcopacy, but to deny all theſe by whole-ſale, 
to throw off all Antiquity, as well the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, 
even that wherein the Apoſtles themſelves Liv'd and Taught, as 
all ſince ; and to ſtand upon a New Foundation of their own In- 
vention. 

But this only ſhews the Deſperatneſs of their Cauſe 3 and the 
Impregnable Bulwork of Epi/copacy ; which (1 mult fay it) ſtands 
upon ſo Many, Clear, and Authentick Evidences, as can never 
be overthrown, but by ſuch Topicks as muſt render Chriſtianity 
it ſelf Precarious. 

And if from the Etymo/ozy of the Words Biſhop and Presbyter, 
any Argument can be drawn (againſt all the Authorities Pro= 
duc'd) to prove them the ſame, we may, by this way of Rea- 
ſoning, prove Cyr to be Chriſt, for ſo he is call'd, 7/a. xLv. 1. 

Or if the Presbyterians will have. their Adoderator to be a Bi- 
ſhop, we will not Quarrel with them about a word. Lerus then 
have a Moderator, {auch as the Biſhops before deſcrib'd, vis, A 
Moderator, as a ſtanding Officer, during Life, to whom all the 
Presbyters are to be obedient as to Chriſt, i.e. to the Moderator, 
as Repreſenting the Perſon of Chriz#: That nothing be done 
in the Church without Him: That He be underſtood as the 
Principle of Unity in His Church, fo that, they who unjuſtly 
break off from his Communion, are thereby in a Schiſm: That 
he ſhew his S«ccef/on, by Regular Ordination, convey'd down 


from the 4p!/tles, In ſhort, that He have all that Charaffer on 
I Authi= 
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Authority, which we ſee to have been Recogniz'd in the Biſhops, 
in the very Age of the Atoftles, and all the ſucceeding Ages of 
Chriſtianity, and then call Him Moderator, Superintendent, Or Bl- 
ſhip: For, the Conteſt is not about the ame, but the Thing. 
And if we go enly upon the Etymolegy of the word, how ſhall 
we prove Presbyters to be an Order ia the Church, more than Bz- 
ſhops * as Athanaſins (aid to Dracontius of thole who perſuaded him 


not to accept of a Biſheprick, 
why ao they per ſwade you not to 
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be a Biſhop, when they themſelves 2a@poareSe} or © Emonrmc, a(y! 


will have Ppresbyters *? 


RHAores xc npeo ourrtpovs 


I will end this Head, with the Advice of that great Father to 


this ſame Dracontirs. 

lf the Government of the 
Churches donot pleate you 3 and 
thit you think the Office of a Bz- 
ſep has no Reward, thereby ma- 
king your ſelf a Deſpifer of our 
Saviour, who did Inſtitute it 3 
1 beſeech you ſurmiſe not any 
ſuch things as theſe, nor do you 
Entertain any who adviſe ſuch 
things; for that is not worthy 
of Dracontius: For what things 
the Lord did Inſtitute by His 4- 
poſiles, thole things remain both 
good and fure. 
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Athanaſ. Epiſt. ad Dracont, 


IT. Having thus Explain'd thoſe Texts of Scripture which [pea 
of Epiſcopacy, by the Concurrent ſenſe of thoſe who liv'd with 
the Apoſtles, and were taught the Faith from their Mouths , who 
liv'd zealous Confeſſors, and dy*d glorious Martyrs of Chriſt; and 
who Succeeded the Apoſtles in thoſe very Churches where them- 
ſelves had fat Biſpops : And having deduc'd their Teſtimonies, and 
of thoſe who Succeeded them down for Four Hundred and Fifty 
Years after Chriſt (from which time, ther is no doubt rais'd againſt 
the Univerſal Reception of Epiſcopacy) and this not only from their 
writings apart. but by their Canons and Laws, when Afllembl'd 
together in Council, which one wou'd think ſufficient Evidence, 
againſt none at all on the other fide, that is, for the Succe/ion of 
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Churches in the Presbyteriay Form, of which no one Inftance can 
be given, ſo much as of any one Church in the iror/d lo Neduc'd, 
not only from the days of the Apoſtles (as is ſhewn for Epiſcopacy) 
but before Calvin, and thoſe who Referm'd with him, about 160 
Years laſt paſt: Tay, tho' what is done is ſufficient to fatisfie any 
Indifferent and Un-byaſs'd Judgment, yet ther is one Topick yet be- 
hind, which, with our Diſſexters, weighs more than all Fathers 
and Councils; and that 1s,the late Reformation, from whence ſome 
Date their very Ch1iſtianity. And it even by this too Epiſcopacy 
ſhou'd be witneſſed and Approv'd, then is ther nothiog at all in the 
World left to the Oppolers of Epiſcopacy, nothing of Antiquity, 
Precedent, or any Authority but their own wilful will againſt all 
Ages of the whole Catholic Church, even that of the Reformation 
' as well as all the Reſt. 

Let us then Examine, Firſt, for the Church of Exg/and, that is 
thrown off clearly by our Diſſexters, for that was Reform'd under 
Epiſcopacy, and continues lo to this day. 

And as to our Neighbour Nation of Scot/and, where the Pres- 
byterians do boaſt that the Reformation was made by Presbyrers ; 
that is moſt Clearly and Anthentically Confuted by a Late Lear- 
ned and worthy Author (already mention'd) in his Fundamental 
Charter of Presbytery, Printed 1695. fo as to ſtop the Mouths of 
the moſt Perverſe, who will not be Perſuaded tho? they are Per- 
ſuaded. 

Go we then abroad, and ſee the ſtate of the Reformed Chur- 
ches there. 

The Lutherans are all cut off, as the Church of England; for 
they ſtill Retain Epiſcopacy, as in Denmark, Sweden, &C. 

Ther remains now only the Calvinifts, Here it is the Presbyte- 
rians (et up their Reſt ! This 15 their ſtrong Foundation ! 

And this will fail them as much as all the other: For, be it 
known unto them (however they will receive it) that Cal/viz hint 
ſelf, and Beza, and the reſt of the Learned Reformers of their Part, 
did give their Teſtimony for Epiſcopacy as much as any. They 
counted it a moſt unjuſt Reproach upon them, to think that they 
condemn'd Epiſcopacy, which they lay they did not throw off, but 
cou'd not have it there, in Gezeve, withour coming under the 
Papal Hierarchy: They highly Applauded and Congratulated the 
Epiſcopal Hierarchy of the Church —; Eneland, as 1n thefts mw 
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ral Letters to Q. Elizabeth, to the Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, and 0- 
thers of our E 2244{h Biſh ps: They Pray'd heartily to God forthe Con- 
tinuance and Prelervation of it : Bemoan'd their owa unhappy Cir» 
cumſtances, that they cou'd not have the like, becauſethey had no 
Magiſtrateto Protect them zand wiſhed for Epiſcopacy in their Church- 
es, the want of which they own'd asa great Defe7 , but call'd it their 
AMigsfortune rather than their Fault. As the Learned of the French 
H 5gonots have likewiſe pieaded on their Behalf, 

As for their Excuſe, I do not now meddle withrit, for I think 
it was not a gooJ one. They might have had Biſhops from other 
Places, rtho' ther were none among themſelves, but thoſe who 
were Popiſ": And they might as well have had Biſhops as Presby- 
ters, without the Countenance of the Civil- Magiſtrate, It might 
have rais'd a greater Perſecution againſt them 3 but that is nothing 
as to the Trath of the thing. And if they thought it a Truth, they 
ought to have ſuffer'd tor it. 

But whatever becomes of cheir Excuſe, here it is plain, that they 
gave their Suffrage tor Epiſcopacy ; which who ſo pleaſes may ſee at 
large in Dr. Duref's View of the Government and worſhip in the Refor- 
med. Churches beyond the Seas, (who was himſelf one of them) 
Printed. 1662. 

So that our Modern Presbyterians have departed from Calvin as 
well as from Zuther, 1n their Abhorrence of Epiſcopacy, from all 
the Chriſtian World, in all Ages; and particularly trum all our late 
Reformers, both of one fort and other. 

Catvin wou'd have Anathematiz'd all of them, had he liv'd in our 
times. He ſay's ther were none ſuch to be found in his time, 
who oppos'd the Epi/copal Hierarchy, but only the Papal, which Af 

id toan Univerſal Supremacy 1n the See of Rome over the whole 
Eatholick Church, which is the Prerogative of Chriſt alone, Bur, 
fays he, . 

If they wou'd give us ſucha Talemr fi nobs Hierarchiam ex- 
Hierarchy, in which the Biſhops hibeant, in qua ſic £mineant Epil- 
ſhow'd ſo Excell, as that they did copi, «t Chriſto ſubeſſ? nou Recus 
not refuſe to be ſubject to Chriſt, ſent, & ab 1h ranquam unico 
and to depend upon Him, as Capite pendeant, + 4d Ipſum re 
their oz/y Head, and refer allro ferantur, &c. Tum vero null 
Him then I will confels that mou Anathemate digzos fatear- ſi 
they -are worthy of all Ana- gquierunt quinn Eam Reverean- 
themas, if any iuch ſhall. be tur, ſummaque Obedjentia obſer- 
found, 
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found , who will not Reve- vert. Calvin, De nece//itat, Ec- 
rence it, and ſubmit themſelves c/eſ. Reformana. 
toit, with the utmoſt Obedience. 

See, he ſays, # quierunt, if ther (hall be any ſuch, which ſuppoſes 
that he knew none ſuch 3 and that he own'd none ſuch amongſt his 
Reformers: And that if ever any ſuch thou'd ariſe, he thought ther 
were no Anathemas which they did not deſerve, who ſhou'd refuſe 
to ſubmir to the Epiſcopal Hierarchy, without ſuch an Unit erſal 
Head, as Excludes Chriſt from being the only Univerſal Head 5 for 
if ther be 2zother, (tho ſ#bſtirute) He is not only, Thus He is called 
the Chief B:ſbop, but never the only Biſhop, becauſe ther are others 
deputed under Him. But He calls no Biſhop the Univer/al Biſhop, 

or Head of the Catholick Church, becauſe He has appointed no Sub- 
fſtitute 1n that ſupreme Office ; as. nov of Univerſal King, (o ne'- 
ther of Univerſal Biſhop. 

And Beza ([uppoſcs as Politively as Calvin had done, that ther 
were none who did oppole the Ep:/copzl Hierarchy without ſuch an 
Univerſal Herd now upon Exrth , or that 9ppos'd the Order of Epiſ- 
copacyz and condemns them as Mad-men, if any ſuch cou'd be 
found. For thus jay$he, 

If ther be any (which you Sz qui ſunt autent (quod [ane mihi 
ſhall hardly peſwade me to be- pon facile perſnaſerts) qui omnem 
lieve) who rejx& the whole Epiſcoporumordinem Rejiciant, ab- 
Order of Epiſcopacy, God forbid © fit ut quiſquam ſatis ſane mentis 
that any Man, in Iis wits, furoribus iMlorum aſſentiatur.BeZ1. 
ſhou'd aſſent to the Madneſs of ad Trattit.de Miniſtr.Ev.Grad.a) 
ſuch Men. I1:ar ian. S4rat'. Belga Editam,c.1. 

And particularly as to the Church of England, and her Hierar. 
chy of Archbiſhops 2nd Biſhops, he lays, that he never meant to op. 
pugne atiy thing of thatz but calls it a ſiagulay Bleſ/ing of God 3 


and wiſhes that ſhe may ever en- Fruatur [ane i//a ſingulart Dei 
Joy it. beneficentia, que mtinam fit ils 


Perpetus. Ibid, c. 18. 

So that our Modern Pres byterians are dilarm'd of the Precedent 
of Calvin, Bez4, and all the Reformers atroad ; by whole Sentence 
they are Anathematiz'd, and counted as Mad-men. : 

Here then, Ict us conſider and beware of the Fatal Progreſs of 
Error ! Calvin and the Reformers with him.fet up Pres:yterian Gon 
verament, as they pretended, by Weceſity 3 bur (till kept up and: 

Pro- 
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Profeſs'd the higheſt Regard to the Epiſcopal CharaFer and Autho- 
rity: But thole who pretend to follow their Example, have utter- 
ly Abdicated the whole Order of Epiſcopacy, as Anti-Chriſtian and 
an 1nſupportable Grievance | While, at the ſame time, they wou'd 
{eem to pay the greateſt Reverence to theſe Reformers , and much 
more tothe Authority of the Firit and Pureit Ages of Chriſtianity 3 
whole Fathers and Councils ſpoke all the Hizh things, before Quo- 
ted, in behalf of Epiſcepacy; far beyond the Language of our later 
Apologiſts for that Hierarchy, or what durit now be Repeated, ex- 
cept trom ſuch «queſtionable duthority. 

In this they imitate the hardnels of the Fews, who Built the 
Sepulchers of thoſe Prophets, whom their Fathers {lew 3 while, ar 
the ſame time, they Adher'd to, and out-did the Wickednels of 
their Fathers, in Perſecuting the Swcceſſors of thole Prophets. 
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Ag. 3.col. 2. 1,11. r. xorwnaway. Ps 39. COL. 1.1. 10, 11.r. All of you follow your Bi- 
ſhops. col. 2. penulr. I. dd. P- 40+ 1. 16, A. D. 180, ſhou'd be on the Margent ; p. 42- 

col. 2. 1- 3, dele after (Tp6oQyTypoy. and r. fge7g. p. 44+ COL. 2. 1.14. r. lra. P45 + COl. 2. 
L28, r. (cripturarum, P. 47+ col. 2. penuls. r. ad Heliodorum. p. 5 1. col. 1. 1, 11, 12,13, 14+ 
As likewite {uch other Clergy, and as many as hall join with him : but the Ley-men ſhall 
be Excommunicated. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


WY fires I have plac'd the -poſfolical Canons in the Front 
of the Councils betore Quoted, I thought fit (to pre- 
vent needleſs Cavil) to. give this Advertiſement, that 1 do 
not contend, they were made by the Apoſtles themſelves, but 
by the Holy Fathers of the Church, about the end of the 5$e- 
cond and. beginning of the Third Century, as a Summary of that 
Diſcipline, which had been tranſmitted ro them, by Un-inter- 
rupted Tradition, from the Apoſtles, whence they have juſtly 
obtain'd. the Name of The. Apoſtolical Canons, and, as (uch., 
have been Receiy'd and Reverenc'd in the. ſucceeding Apes of 
Chriſtianity. 

The Councils Quoted after theſe Canons, bear their Proper 
Dates 3 and ther can- be no Conteſt abour them, 

And what is Quoted of St. Jgzatius and the other Fathers, is 
from the moſt Uncontrovyerted Parts of their Works, to” obviate 
the Objection of 7:terpolations, and Additions, by the Noiſe of 
which our Adverſaries endeavour to throw off, or enervate thcir 
whole Authority ; and quite to Gikarm us of all that Light 
which we have from the Primitive Ages of the Church ; be- 
cauſe it makes all againt them. Though they fail not to Quote 
the Fathers on their ſide, whenloever they can Screw them to 
give the leaſt ſeeming Countenance to their yovelties and Er- 
rors: Yet Bolaly Reject them All, when brought in Evidence 
againſt them, and that they can no otherwiſe {truggle from un- 
der the weight of their Authority. 


A Catalogue of Books Printed for Charles Brome at the Gun at 
the weſt-E:4, of St. PauPs Church-yard. 


HE Snake in the Graſs: Or, Satan transform'd into an 
Angel ot Light. Diſcovering the Deep and UnſuſpeRted 
Subtilty which is couched under the Pretended Simplicity of 
-- many of the Principal Leaders of thoſe People call'd Quake:s, 
>» The Second Edition, with Additions. 
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| Some Seaſonable Refletions upon the Quakers Solemn Pro- 
teſtarion againſt George Kerrh's Proceedings at Twrner's-Hall, 25. 
| April 1697. Which was by them Printed, and ſent-thither, _ wa 
| as the Reaſons 'of 'their nut Appearing to defend 'themlſelves, 
| Herein annex'd Verbatim © By -an Fmpartial Hand. FF 
- Satan Diſ-rob'd from his Di/guiſe of Light: Or, the Qua-' 
| kers Laſt Shift to *Cover their Monſtrous 'Herelies, laid fully: o-. 
pen. In 'a Reply-to Thomas Ellword's Aniwer /(Publithed the 
End of laſt Month) to George Keith's Narrative of the Procee- 
dings at Twrxer's-Hall, Tune 11; 1696, * Which alſo: may ſerve 
| for: a Reply (as to the main Points of Dodtrine) 'to Geowhite-- 
| head's Anſwer to-The Snake in the Graſs $4 to be Publiſhed the 
End of next Month, it this'prevent' it not. BY 
- A Diicourle proving” the. Divine Inſtitution - of 'Water-Bap- 
tiſm: Wherein the Quaker: Arguments againſt it, are Colleed. 
and Canoe With as-much as is-needful-concerniog 'the 
Lord's Stipper. Theſe Four Books are Writreti-by the Aurhor of 
| The Snike in the-Grals, | | | | 
| ' The Qgakers' ſer in their True Light, in order to give the 
Nation a clear {ſight of what: they hold concerning Jeſus of 
| Nazareth, the Scriptures, Water-Baptiſm, the Lord's Supper, 
| Magiltracy, Miniſtry, Laws, and -Government : Hiftorically .col-: 
| l&ed out of their mott approved Authors, which are their. beft: 
Confſtruing-Books, from the year of 'thejr Riſe 1650, to the' year: 
| of their Progrels 1.696. By Francis Bugg, Sen. .* LV 
A An Evlay concerning. Preaching: Written for the Dire&ion 
| of a Young, Divine; and uſetul alſo forthe People, in order to 
Profitable Hearing. 
| | Crums-of Comfort, and Godly Prayers ; With Thankful 
F Remembrances of God's wonderfyl Deliverances of this Land: 
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